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TORNADO HITS BORO 

National Weather Service confirms that last week's storm was a twister 



By Stephen Brown mg trees, damaging cars, peelings roofs AUNTIE EM! Brownstone Brooklyn went over the rainbow as a result of a rare twister. (Left to right) Carlton Avenue in Clinton Hill was impassible, 

The Brooklyn Paper : from houses, sending at least one man while Henry Beers Shenk was stunned by the damage on St. Johns Place in Park Slope and Prospect Park bore the wrath of mean Mother Nature. 

It was a twister! to the hospital, and destroying, possi- 

The National Weather Service con- bly forever, the myth that no one is safe deem the areas worthy of federal aid. borough was sufficiently pummeled sky suddenly veered into “Wizard of told us via terrified e-mail. “I noticed 

firmed late last week what many rattled from the wrath of Mother Nature. Queens has long been a disaster area to warrant federal aid. Oz” territory. the wind was picking up, it started to 

Brooklynites had suspected all along: Federal officials visited Brooklyn as far as most Brooklynites are con- The greenish-grey whirlwind “S — is out of control in my neigh- rain a lot harder, lightning was flashing 

that an actual tornado tore through Park and Queens, a neighboring borough, cerned — but local witnesses to the toucheddownataround5:30pm,just borhood. I had to outrun the tornado!” all around, andthe clouds looked green. 

Slope last Thursday afternoon uproot- on Wednesday to determine whether to storm will no doubt testify that our minutes after an overcast, but benign, Prospect Heights resident John Derian See STORM on page 6 


FLAT 

TIRE! 


'Bikes in Buildings' 
law proves a bust 


By Stephen Brown 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A much-ballyhooed law that is supposed to al- 
low bicycle commuters to bring their wheels into 
their offices has gone flat in Brooklyn. 

Nine months ^ ^ 
after the “Bikes JMMflfc _ _ _ _ __ 

£w B z“"! 8 «E y^ MEAN 

Streets 

have been sub- The baf,le lor Brooklyn's byways 

mittedbyBrook- 

lyn workers who want to bring their rides into 
offices — and only four landlords have fully 
complied with the request, according to the De- 
partment of Transportation. 


The applicants that failed in their efforts to 
bring bicycles into the workplace generally faced 
one problem: a resistant landlord. 

Under the much-misunderstood program, cy- 
clists must initiate the process in their workplaces 
by first formally approaching their boss and re- 
questing to bring a bicycle into the building. 

See BIKES on page 6 



Len Kamdang is an attorney who can 
bring his bike to work inside 300 Cadman 
Plaza West in Downtown, one of the few 
buildings that allow the practice. 


Van plan scam? 

'Dollar' vans on former B71 route can go anywhere 



By Gary Buiso 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A city proposal to provide shut- 
tle service on bus lines killed by 
the MTA could flood area streets 
with dollar vans. 

Under the controversial Taxi 
and Limousine Commission ini- 
tiative to bring private mini-buses 
to defunct MTA routes, the vans 
will have marked pick-up points 
but areunderno obligation to stick 
to the marked route and will in 
fact be permitted to roam free 
throughout the service area. 

“There is no fixed route,” read 
the small type on a map of the 
supposed pick-up stops along 
the former B71 route, whose 
van service is scheduled to be- 
gin on Monday. 

The lack of a “fixed route” is 
worrying critics, who fearthat the 
so-called dollar van drivers will 
go anywhere to find fares. 

“They stop everywhere and 


they stop short,” charged Monique 
Verret, a member of Community 
Board 6’s Transportation Com- 
mittee, which hosted taxi commis- 


sioner David Yassky last week. 

On Sept. 27, the vans will make 
their debut in Brownstone Brook- 
lyn along the former B7 1 bus route 


that traveled from Columbia Street 
in Carroll Gardens through Park 
Slope to Crown Heights. 

Brownstone Brooklyn will 
be virgin territory for the vans, 
which typically operate along ma- 
jor thoroughfares such as Flat- 
bush andNostrand avenues. Some 
vans have a reputation for oper- 
ating recklessly. 

Yassky has said that the vans 
will stop at designated spots along 
the killed bus routes, adding a 
transportation alternative that has 
been lacking since the MTA cuts 
' earlier this year — but whether 
the vans will do as their told is 
another story entirely. 

After all, the MTA made its 
cuts based on the agency’s conten- 
tion that ridership was too low to 
justify a dedicated bus line. Van 
drivers may come to that conclu- 
sion quickly, too. 

Indeed, on Monday afternoon, 
See VANS on page 6 


BUMP IN THE TRUNK 

Many of the faithful took caffeine suppositories 


By Andy Campbell 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Not so fast! 

Jews throughout Williamsburg 
snapped up caffeine suppositories last 
Friday, hours before the start of the Yom 
Kippur fast that would deprive them of 
the jolt — and hunger suppression — 
that coffee typically provides. 

The day-long fast is the centerpiece 
of the holiest day on the Jewish calen- 
dar — but some religious Jews saw a 
Talmudic loophole that allows them to 
ingest their daily dose of caffeine, al- 
beit through a different orifice. 

“Ithelps — youknow,it’shard to con- 
centrate when you’re fasting and also ad- 
dicted to caffeine,” saidBaruchHerzfeld, 
an Orthodox Jew 


who owns a bike store in Williamsburg. 
“Some take it before sundown, but most 
take it throughout their fasting. These 
guys love a good loophole.” 

These huge, rectally inserted pills 
are popular. Pharmacists at Rafieh — 
one of many distributors in south Wil- 
liamsburg on Lee Avenue — sold nearly 
150 suppositories last Friday. 

“We have caffeine suppositories!” 
the store’s handwritten sign heralded. 
“Be ready! ” 

But is it kosher? 

There’s some controversy over 
whether Jews observing the Biblical 
fast should be taking an easy out (or, 
more accurately, in). 

Some Jewish leaders said that consum- 
ing anything — through the body’s tra- 


ditional entrance or its exit — is against 
the spirit of the ritualistic fast. 

“We’re supposed to do it the old fash- 
ioned way — I wouldn’t advise [sup- 
positories],” said Rabbi Simcha Wein- 
stein, an Orthodox leader. “We wanna 
keep Jews in the synagogue and not in 
the bathroom.” 

Back-door caffeine consumption is a 
gray area, even in the Torah — which, 
of course, was written before stimu- 
lants like caffeine were discovered. Yom 
Kippur is supposed to be about self- 
sacrifice — so curbing one’s hunger 
would seem like cheating. 

“That’s one way to look at it,” Herz- 
feld said. “But on the other hand, it’s 
all about introspection. If you have a 
headache because of caffeine addic- 



Many religious Jews in Williamsburg inserted caffeine suppositories 
to skirt Yom Kippur restrictions on the intake of food. Here, Baruch 
Herzfeld shows off his supply. 


tion, you have to find some way to has befallen us because of you: the 
concentrate on prayer.” stopping up of all body orifices — 

Perhaps, but we all know what it [those] of semen, urine, and excre- 
says in Genesis 20:9: “A plague . . . ment, the ears and the nose.” 



GEESE IN 
PROSPECT PARK 

(As of Tuesday, Sept. 21) 


Two months after authori- 
ties slaughtered geese in 
Prospect Park, 137 of the 
waterfowl have returned 
to the lake, according to 
Anne-Katrin Titze. Keep 
an eye out for Goose- 
Watch 2010 — our weekly 


? BIG MAN IN THE NEWS: VITO LOPEZ 


1 have cancer’ 


Party leader quietly reveals 
health scare to supporters 


By Aaron Short 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Assemblyman Vito Lopez, 
the most powerful politician in 
Brooklyn, has had his share of 
battles with political opponents 
throughout his career, but he is 
facing an even more formidable 
foe — cancer. 

A source confirmed that Lo- 
pez has been telling political al- 
lies this week that he believes his 
esophageal cancer has returned 
after being in remission for sev- 


Over the weekend, Lopez met 
with several South Brooklyn state 
committee members for breakfast 
in Bay Ridge urging them to sup- 
port him for another term as the 
county’s Democratic Party leader, 
despite his health concerns and a 
widening city investigation into 
the nonprofit he founded. 

“His cancer is back terri- 
bly,” said Delia Schack, a dis- 
trict leader in south Brooklyn. 

See CANCER on page 5 



'VETO VITO': Just before Assemblyman Vito Lopez 
was overwhelmingly re-elected as chairman of the 
Brooklyn Democratic Party operation on Monday 
night, insurgent party members, including Lincoln 
Restler, rallied against him. See story, page 5. 


Vito’s charity shakeup 

City finds fraud — and orders the broom 


By Aaron Short 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A Bushwick-based nonprofit 
long linked to its founder Assem- 
blyman Vito Lopez has agreed 
to a massive internal shake up 
as a result of a widening govern- 
ment investigation that charged 
that workers were taking city 
funds for programs that never 
actually existed. 

Ridgewood Bushwick Senior 
Citizens Council agreed to sweep- 
ing reforms that include bring- 
ing in an independent auditor and 
an outside general counsel to im- 


prove oversight in the wake of al- 
leged fraud charges. 

“[Board members will be in- 
terviewed by the mayor’s office] 
to ascertain their strengths, loy- 
alty and commitment [to the non- 
e profit],” according to an agree- 
| ment signed by Ridgewood 
g Bushwick’s Executive Director 
I Christiana Fisher, who is also Lo- 
3 pez’s campaign treasurer. 
u The move comes on the heels 
Angie Battaglia is a city plan- of a 10-page report released on 
ning commish and housing Thursday by the Department 
director of the nonprofit that of Investigation, which alleges 
Vito Lopez founded. See CHARITY on page 5 
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nM^ BROUGHT TO YOU BY MUNICIPAL CREDIT UNION 

eye of the storm CYCLONES COVERAGE 


And the Clonie goes to... 

Here they are folks — our annual year-end awards 


T here are the Academy 
Awards, the Grammys, the 
Emmys and even the ES- 
PYs, but they all pale in com- 
parison to the Clonies, the most 
prestigious award issued by any- 
one ever in the entire world. This 
year, you could make the argu- 
ment that no one on the Cyclones 
deserves any honor at all after the 
team capped a record-setting sea- 
son by being swept by 
the barely average Tri- H 

City Valley Cats. 

But why look back ^ - 

in anger? After all, the ‘^4^9 
Clonies offer an op- 
portunity to remem- 
ber the good times and commend 
a team that led the league in so 
many offensive categories — and 
barely ever lost at home. 

Consider the highlights: Skip- 
per Wally Backman was one of the 
most-exciting people to ever don 
a Cyclones uniform (though we 
still need to hear from you about 
what shouldhappen to him); there 
were at least five stars — Darrell 
Ceciliani, Rylan Sandoval, Jeff 
Flagg, Cory Vaughn, and Ryan 
Fraser — who we just might see 
in the big leagues; and Vaughn 
even broke the team’s all-time 
home run record. 


So here they are, folks, your 
2010 Clonies. Drum roll please 


The Joe Thiesmann "Ugly 
Season-Ending Injury" 
Award: Rylan Sandoval. 

The Cyclones lead-off man 
was set to go the All Star game 
and play shortstop when he was 
hit by a pitch that fractured his 


BARNSTORMIN' 

with Stephen Brown 


wrist and ended his season. The 
loss of Sandoval, who was hitting 
.330 with nine homers, was crit- 
ical, as he had become as dom- 
inant as the Clones’ other mar- 
quee players, Darrell Ceciliani 
and Cory Vaughn. 

The Ike Davis "Most Likely 
to Make it to the Show" 
Award: Darrell Ceciliani and 
Cory Vaughn. 

The Clones’ centerfielder and 
rightfielder, respectively, both have 
the tools to make it in the Major 
Leagues. Ceciliani had arguably 
the best season ever for a Cyclone, 



Volatile manager Wally Back- 
man kept things interesting. 


winning the batting the title with a 
.351 average and 95 hits. The hard- 
hitting Vaughn had a season nearly 

set team records with 56 RBIs and 
14 home runs. 

The Jay Cutler "Excel- 
lent Athlete with Diabe- 
tes" Award: to Cory Vaughn 
and Rylan Sandoval. 


You would never have known 
it from reading my coverage this 
year, but both Vaughn and San- 
doval are diabetic, and frequently 
had to give themselves insulin 
injections during the game. But 
neither player — who both had 
excellent seasons — let the dis- 
ease serve as an excuse for a bad 
game. The two players were an 
inspiration to all young sluggers 
with diabetes who dream of mak- 
ing it in the big leagues. 

The Lou Piniella "Best 
baseball aphorism" Award: 

Wally Backman. 

Backman — an old-school 
baseball guy — always had words 
of wisdom to describe his young 
and error-prone players. In one 
game early in the season, Darrell 
Ceciliani attempted to stretch a 
single into a double — something 
he’d done with great success many 
other times — but was thrown 
out at second. Was the skipper 
angry with the Cyclones’ over- 
aggressive centerfielder? Back- 
man replied, “No, I’d rather he be 
too aggressive. You can rein in 
a wild horse, but you can’t beat 
a dead one.” A truer motto has 
never been spoken (outside of our 
newsroom of course). 



Darrell Ceciliani (shown after hitting his record ninth triple of the year) was a sensation. 


The Jack Maloof "Hitting 
Guru" Award: Benny DiSte- 

The Clones’ hitting coach had 
a way with his young sluggers, 
and the results showed. By mid- 
season, the team had secured its 
spot at the top of most statistical 
categories, and were reciting DiS- 
tefano’s mantras about aggression 
in the batter’s box. DiStefano in- 
structed his players to swing at 
everything over the plate, espe- 


cially fastballs. But perhaps the 
best example of the positive ef- 
fects of DiStefano’s council can 
be seen in the Clones’ catcher 
Juan Centeno. Last year for the 
Cyclones, Centeno batted .164. 
This year, he hit .371. 

The Kirk Gibson "Play- 
ing through Pain" Award: 

Jeff Flagg. 

The Clones first baseman 
pulled his hamstring in the semi- 


final playoff series against the 
Jamestown Jammers chugging 
down the first base line — a huge 
loss for the offense. Still, Flagg 
sucked it up and valiantly played 
in the final game of the postsea- 
son. Despite the courageous ef- 
fort, it was Flagg who hit into the 
double play that ended the team’s 
march to championship glory, but 
he was gutting it out the whole 
way up the first-base line. 


MCI! Fall 

Auto Loan Sale 

September 23 rd - 
October 12 th , 2010 


New Car Loans 

FIXED RATES AS LOW AS 


Used Car Loans 

FIXED RATES AS LOW AS 


1 .95- 2.95- 


Apply Today! Call 1-888-4MCU-AUTO, visit nymcu.org or stop by your local branch. 

* These rates are available to our most creditworthy members when payroll deduction or direct deposit is selected as the method of repayment. For model years 201 0-2009, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $1 7.51 on each $1 ,000 
borrowed at 1 .95% APR. For model years 2008-2007, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $1 7.96 on each $1 ,000 borrowed at 2.95% APR. Some restrictions apply. Rates will increase after closing if you stop paying your loan by 
automatic payroll deduction or direct deposit, Rates are valid on loans approved during sale period and will expire 30 days from date of application. Other rates and terms available. Membership required. 
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YOU NEED. 


$ 199 " 

with 2-year wireless service agreement on voice 
and minimum $15/mo data plan required. 


: : : BlackBerry Torch 


AT&T and BlackBerry® have teamed up to evolve the smartphone. 

Brilliant touch screen, rich Web-browsing, predictive video search, Facebook ® and 
Twitter™ all on a single screen. Plus, access to group texting and apps at the flick of 
a finger. All designed to work seamlessly with a slide-out BlackBerry keyboard. 


Rethink Possible " 



FREE SHIPPING | 1.866. MOBILITY - att.com/blackberrytorch - VISIT A STORE 


•AT&T imposes: a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge of up to $1.25 to help defray costs incurred in complying with obligations and charges imposed by State and Federal telecom regulations; State and Federal Universal Service charges; and surcharges for government 
assessments on AT&T. These fees are not taxes or government-required charges. 

Mobile broadband and other services not available in all areas. See coverage map at stores for details. Limited-time offer. Other conditions & restrictions apply. See contract, rate plan brochure, and rebate form at stores for details. Subscriber must live & have a mailing addr. within AT&T's owned 
wireless network coverage area. Up to $36 activ. fee applies. Equipment price & avail may vary by mrk & may not be available from independent retailers. Phone Return Policy/Early Termination Fee: None if cancelled in first 30 days; up to $35 restocking fee may apply to equipment returns; 
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DOWNTOWN 



If they lived in Downtown, they wouldn't get a 


Doggone! 

Board bucks BID'S bark 

By Andy Campbell 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Downtown is going to have to wait to get a dog run. 

Community Board 2 on Monday all but shot down a 
proposal to build a pooch pen somewhere in the boom- 
ing residential neighborhood — in part because the area 
already has a few open spaces, but also because all those 
new Downtown residents need to wait their turn. 

“Boerum Hill has been waiting for a dog run for more 
than 20 years, ’’saidParks Committee member Mary Good- 
man. “Why do we have to cater to all the new people and 
their dogs coming in?” 

The Metrotech Business Improvement District had pro- 
posed four sites for the dog run, arguing that the influx 
of new residents and residential towers is already trans- 
lating into more dogs. Michael Weiss, the BID’S execu- 
tive director, said that the number of families within his 
20-block district has grown from about lOto 1,500 in just 
three years. 

Plus, most of the luxury condo towers popping up in 
the area — the Brooklyner, Avalon Bay, and Toren among 
them, each with more than 250 units — don’t have quarters 
to let a dog roam. Some of those condos, like the BellTell 
Lofts on Bridge Street, already have more than 40 dogs 
living alongside their human pets. 

“We feel a responsibility for the residents coming to this 
area — they’re looking for services,” Weiss said. “This 
area doesn’t have a lot of open space.” 

But board members didn’t want the new dogs encroach- 
ing on old parks, all of which are highly sought after for 
their space and development potential. One of the pro- 
posed spots, in McLaughlin Park at Jay and Tillary streets, 
has space that’s “already spoken for” by other groups, one 
board member said. 

The board didn’t vote on the proposal — the meeting 
was an “ideas session” — butmembers had few good things 
to say about the BID’S suggestions. Then again, members 
didn’t reject a tiny triangular patch of land at Myrtle and 
Flatbush avenues. But Weiss said that dog walkers are al- 
ready calling that site too small. 

The board also argued that there are already off-leash 
hours and dog runs in and around Downtown, like the 
cordoned-off section of Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 at 
the foot of Atlantic Avenue, Hillside Dog Park on Colum- 
bia Heights in Brooklyn Heights, and the off-leash hours 
at Cadman Plaza Park. All three of those areas, however, 
are far from the new Downtown Gold Coast along Flat- 
bush Avenue Extension. 


Faulty tower 

Toren supermarket plan 
back to square one 

By Andy Campbell 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A hyped-up, high-end grocery store in one of Brook- 
lyn’s best-heeled residential towers won’t be serving the 
community after all. 

Downtown officials have long been touting the super- 
market — which was supposed to occupy the spacious 
bottom floor of the swank, 240-unit Toren skyscraper on 
Flatbush Avenue Extension in the booming area between 
the Manhattan Bridge and DeKalb Avenue — but the lease 
has fallen through. 

Toren developers blame the store’s would-be founder, 
Mark Goris, who said earlier this year that he was excited 
to set up shop on the highly trafficked strip. 

“The lease was subject to certain conditions being met 
by the tenant within a fixed time frame,” said Donald Ca- 
poccia, founder of Toren’s development firm, BFC Part- 
ners. “Those conditions were not met.” 

Now Capoccia’s back is against his own building’s beau- 
tifully Modernist wall — he’s hired a new brokerage team 
to sell the space, which has been on the market since To- 
ren started leasing condos in 2008. The future of the site 
is yet unclear, but the new brokers said that they’ll take an- 
other whack at a grocery store. 

Still, the squabble that ended the lease agreement is a 
substantial hurdle for BFC Partners, which rallied with 
Downtown officials in April and called it “the very first 
supermarket of its kind to open along the Flatbush Ave- 
nue corridor.” 

Goris has not returned calls since The Real Deal re- 
ported the lease failure last week. 


PARK SLOPE 


Man loses leg in 
8th Avenue crash 


By Thomas Tracy 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A wayward livery cab 
driver sparked a bloody car 
accident on Saturday that left 
three people hospitalized — 
one with a mangled leg — at 
the corner of Eighth Avenue 
and 11th Street. 

Witnesses to the 11 amhor- 
ror show said the livery sedan 
was zipping up EighthAvenue 
when the driver apparently 
lost control of the wheel. 

The cab clipped 75 -year-old 
Fred Guitterez as he crossed 
the street — leaving him with 
a graze wound — and then 



A speeding livery cab jumped the sidewalk and 
crashed into a parked Volkswagen and also hit 
three people hanging out in front of a deli on 
Eighth Avenue ana Park Slope on Saturday. 


slammed into a Volkswagen 
Beetle parked at the comer. 

The impact sent both the 
livery cab and the celebrated 
German people’s car onto the 
sidewalk, where they struck 
three more men sitting in front 
of Junior’s Deli before com- 
ing to a full stop. 

AnFDNY spokesmansaid 
that the three men were sent to 
Bellevue Hospital, Lutheran 
Medical Center and Kings 
County Hospital with non- 
life threatening injuries. 

Yet according to accounts 
at the scene, at least one of the 
victims lost his leg when he 
was briefly pinned between 
the two colliding vehicles. 

“I could see the bone com- 
ing out his leg,” Guitterez 
told reporters. “He was just 
screaming in a pool of blood 
until help came.” 

The livery cab driver re- 
mained at the scene and wasn’t 
facing any criminal charges 
by late Monday. 


DITMAS PARK 



Vox Pop gets carried away 


By Joe Anuta 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Everything was up forgraps 
at Vox Pop this week as the 
state taxman auctioned off 
pieces of the Cortelyou Road 
coffeehouse — former custom- 
ers bought up statues, shelves, 
and books while hopeful res- 
taurateurs carrtedaway refrig- 
erators, coffeemakers, and 
even the kitchen sink. 

That’s not a cute metaphor 
— someone really did buy the 
sink as part of a fire sale that 
marked the true end ofthe trou- 
bled, collectively owned cof- 
feehouse utopia, which was 
shuttered afternumerous bouts 
with that most capitalistic of 
concepts: taxpaying. 

“Vox Pop is over,” said 
Glenn Wolin, who helped 
run the store. “There are no 
assets left.” 

The final day of the shop 
came as a surprise to many 
who had been following the 
ups and downs of the busi- 
ness, but never expected it to 
close for good. 

“Instead of coming to 
breakfast, I ended up com- 
ing to an auction,” said John 
Barret, who showed up for a 
cup of coffee — but left with a 
quality espresso grinder. 

Debi Ryan, the shop’s chief 
officer, had to give everything 
up after failing to pay more 


nesses and employees first. 

“We paid back the old 
debt, and that’s important,” 
she said. 

To most, it seemed like 
Ryan simply took over a busi- 
ness that had sunk far too deep 
into debt, but some custom- 
ers ofthe hangout — who are 
known for their polemic po- 
litical views — thought oth- 

“To close a place like this 
because of a few back taxes is 
ridiculous. There has to be an- 
othermotive,” said A.A. Prich- 
ard. “Theunderlyingideahere 
is that this is political” 

Whatever the reasons, 
the iconic cafe will be sorely 
missed in the neighborhood. 

“This is like seeing my baby 
in the hospital,” said Shawn 
Leon Thomas III, who helped 
build the store. “Blood, sweat, 
and tears have gone into this 
shop over the years.” 


John Barret woke up and smelled the coffee maker. 


than $66,000 in back taxes auction isn’t bringing in that 
to the state, the majority of much money,” said Rick Me- 
which were incurred by the nello. “They’re not getting as 
shop’spreviousowner, Sander much as they thought they 
Hicks. And the fire sale didn’t would.” 
appear to help as much as ex- Part of the reason Ryan 
pected. didn’t pay the state is because 

“It’s a shame because the she paid debts to small busi- 


utnersreiiecteaonnowtne 
coffeehouse functioned as a 
meeting place for the com- 
munity and hosted live mu- 
sic and art exhibits. 

“It was unique, and will be a 
big loss to the neighborhood,” 
said a man who would only 
identify himself as DJ Buzz. 
“It was like Cheers without 
the hard alcohol.” 


BORO-WIDE 


The unkindestcut 

Library branches closed weekends 


By Joe Anuta 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


Who’s the bookworm now? 

The Brooklyn Public Library quietly 
cut branch hours by an unprecedented 
amount last week and 26 locations — 
nearly half of the system’s 60 locations 
— will now be closed for both week- 
end days, an unhappy ending for book 
lovers who go to school or work for a 
living. Another eight branches will be 
closed two days per week, though not 
both weekend days. 

Library officials said that a $3.4-mil- 
lion decline in revenue forced the na- 
tion’s fifth-biggest lending system to 
choose between laying off employees 
or cutting Saturday service. 

“We sustained cuts,” said spokes- 
person Malika Granville. “We were 
able to save jobs, [but had] to look at 
hours of service.” 

Granville added that circulation and 
attendance figures led the library to 
pick weekend cuts rather than cutting 



isibly upset that their library will 
be closed both weekend days. 

service on weekdays, which is popu- 
lar with schoolkids. 

This isn’t the first time hours were 
cut to save employees’ jobs. Last year, 
the institution eliminated all Sunday 
hours as a cost-saving measure because 


unionized employees made time-and- 
a-half on that day. 

In Greenpoint, customers of the 
Leonard Branch were ready to burn 
their library cards after hearing about 
the Saturday closure, which will now 
leave the Devoe Street branch closed 
for both weekend days. 

“Those are the days that the kids are 
off from school,” said Uniqua Johnson, 
who has two sons. “The Brooklyn Li- 
brary should be open.” 

Families weren’t the only ones af- 
fected. Working stiffs also used the 
branch on Saturdays. 

“I used to come here because on most 
weekdays, the library closes at 6 pm 
and I don’t get off work until 5 :30 pm,” 
said Kat Ryan. 

The branch cuts come with one good 
plot twist: Three larger branches — 
the Central Branch in Park Slope, the 
Kings Highway branch in Midwood, 
and the McKinley Park branch in Dyker 
Heights — will now be open seven days 

“Those are our highest circulating 
branches,” Granville said. 

But these branches in our area will 
now be closed on both weekend days: 
Coney Island, Dyker, Flatbush, Kensing- 
ton, Leonard, Marcy, Red Hook, Walt 
Whitman and Williamsburg. 
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Apple Authorized 
Repair Shop! 
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in modern pleasant surroundings 


State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
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• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 
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• Emergency Service 


• Root Canal Therapy 

• Lumineers® Porcelain Veneers 

• 1 Hour, In-Office Bleaching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants • Cleanings 

• Crowns • Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgital Gum Care 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
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Fort Greene Park is a mugger’s paradise 


POUCl BLOTTER «* > 

Find more online every Wednesday at 

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter 


88TH PRECINCT 


Fort Creene-Clinton Hill 

Park-roaming perps — in 
one case, a gang of 12! — 
mugged two people in Fort 
Greene Park on Sept. 14. 

■In the first incident, a 
group of thugs beat a man 
and stole his phone and wal- 
let near Myrtle Avenue. The 
battered victim told cops that 
he was between St. Edwards 
Street andN. PortlandAvenue 
at 5 :45 pm when he received a 
beat down from a band of 12 
thieves. The perps punched 
and kicked the victim before 
making off with the loot. 

• Just three hours later, a 
victim told cops that a man 
swiped his bag from a bench 
near Dekalb Avenue. Wit- 
nesses saw the thief snatch 
the bag and walk away, and 
alerted the victim, who ran 
after the perp. He managed 
to swipe back a few items 
before the bag burglar indi- 
cated he had a gun. 

Basket case 

Some jerk snatched a rid- 
er’s purse out of her bike bas- 
ket on Vanderbilt Avenue on 
Sept. 19. 


The victim told cops that 
she stopped at a red light on 
the corner of Vanderbilt and 
Lafayette avenues at about 
midnight when the perp 
ran up and made off with 
the purse containing an iP- 
hone and cash. 

Wallet woe 

A group of thugs stole a 
man’s wallet on Myrtle Av- 
enue on Sept. 18. 

The victim told cops he 
was in front of a liquor store 
nearCarltonAvenue at about 
11:30 pm when four creeps 
approached him. 

“Give me your money,” 
one said before punching 
him in the head and taking 
the wallet out of the man’s 
front pocket. 

Boozed up burg 

Some creep stole a wom- 
an’s purse inside a Lafayette 
Avenue bar on Sept 17. 

The victim told cops she 
was inside Stonehome Wine 
Bar, near S. Portland Ave- 
nue, at 11:30 pm when she 
left her purse on a chair. Half 
an hour later, the purse, con- 
taining a cellphone, camera, 
and cash, was missing. 


Rim job 

A pack of perps stole a set 
of rims off of a 2010 Acura 
parked on Washington Ave- 
nue overnight on Sept. 17. 

The victim said he left the 
car at 1 1 :30 pm. When he re- 
turned at7am the next morn- 
ing, his wheels were missing 
the $1,800 set of rims. 

Target takeaway 

Some jerk stole a wallet 
out of a woman’s purse at the 
crime-ridden Target depart- 
ment store and then went on a 
shopping spree on Sept. 18. 

The victim told cops she 
was inside Target, which is in 
the Bruce Ratner-owned At- 
lantic Terminal Mall nearthe 
comer of Flatbush and Atlan- 
tic avenues, at 3 :30 pm when 
the thief took her wallet. 

Instead of fleeing, though, 
the perp went on a shopping 
spree at Target and at the PC 
Richards across the street. 


Quick grab 

A lightning- quick perp 
stole a phone right out of a 
woman’s hands in a subway 
station on Atlantic Avenue. 

The victim said that she 
entered a Manhattan-bound 
Q train at the Atlantic Ave- 
nue station at about 11:30 pm 
and took out her Blackberry. 
The thief, who was standing 
on the platform, waited un- 
til the train was just about to 
leave and quickly snatched 
the phone through the clos- 
ing doors before the helpless 
woman was whisked off to 
the next stop. 

Thai take-out 

Some creep took a wom- 
an’s purse, mid-meal, at a 
Fulton Street Thai restau- 
rant on Sept. 18. 

The victim told cops she 
was eating at National Thai 
near Lafayette Avenue at 
about 6 pm when the meal- 
time marauder slid the purse 
off the back of her chair. 

Keyless entry 

Some perp pinched a 
purse and wallet out of a car 
parked on S. Oxford Street 
on Sept. 16. 

The victim told cops 
that she had left the car un- 
locked between Lafayette 
and Greene avenues at noon. 
When she returned 25 min- 
utes later, the loot was gone. 

— Joe Anuta 


76TH PRECINCT 


Carroll Cardens-Cobble 
Hill-Red Hook 

Slap unhappy 

A man robbed a woman of 
her iPhone on Smith Street 
on Sept. 13. 

The victim said she was 
texting on her phone near 
Degraw Street at 11:55 pm 
when she was struck in the 
back, forcing her to drop the 
device. The menace quickly 
snatched the 29-year-old vic- 
tim’s Apple and ran off. 

Cold Coffey 

Two thugs robbed two men 
of their iPhones in Coffey 
Park on Sept. 13. 

The victims told cops that 
they were inside the green- 
space, at Verona and Dwight 
streets, at around 3:15 pm 
when a man brandished a 
handgun and demanded 


Union Temple 
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Experience the warmth of the Union Temple family. 
Discover our exciting programs for adults and kids. 

• Fun Succah decorating 

• Insider's tour of our historical building 

• Free gifts for everyone 

• Free Raffle! Enter to win a FREE YEAR of membership! 

We look forward to meeting you! 

UNION TEMPLE 

OF BROOKLYN 

Reform • Egalitarian • Inclusive 

17 Eastern Parkway 

Across from the Brooklyn Public Library at Grand Army Plaza 

(718) 638-7600 

www.UnionTemple.org • UnionTemple@UnionTemple.org 
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money. 

At that point, his partner 
in crime chimed in, “Give 
up your phone.” 

The perps took the loot — 
two Apple phones, $50 and 
credit cards — and quickly 
fled. 

No fair way 

Someone plucked a wom- 
an’s wallet from her Fairway 
shopping cart on Sept 2. 

The 45-year-old victim 
said she noticed the wallet 
was gone when she was at- 
tempting to pay for her items 
at around 10 am inside the 
store, at Van Brunt and Reed 
streets. 

The thief made off with 14 
credit and bank cards. 

Fashion crime 

Cops nabbed a man who 
thought his illegal knife 
was a fashion accessory on 
Sept 14. 

The man was near Baltic 
and Bond streets at around 
10:35 pm, wearing a grav- 
ity knife clipped to his belt. 
The “fashion” police spied 
the knife and swiftly charged 
the 30-year-old with criminal 
possession of a weapon. 

Where’s beef? 

Three men stole a bag of 
money from a meat deliv- 
ery truck on Smith Street 
on Sept 16. 

Cops said the T-bone trio 
reached into the 46-year-old 
victim’s passenger-side win- 
dow between 9:12 am and 
9:20 am, snatching abag con- 
taining $3,000. The suspects 
were caught on video flee- 
ing from the scene, at Sack- 
ett Street, so it is only a mat- 
ter of time before they are 
chopped liver. 

— G ary Buiso 


78TH PRECINCT 


Park Slope 

Job jack 

Some jerk stole electronics 
and cash out of an unlocked 
moving van on Seventh Av- 
enue on Sept. 15. 

The driver told cops that 
he had parked the vehicle 
between Garfield Place and 
First Street at 5 :30 pm and left 
to move some boxes. When 
he returned at 7:15 pm, his 
navigation device, iPod, and 
$400 were missing. 

Rapid rob 

A group of thugs entered 
a Fourth Avenue apartment 
and quickly made off with 
more $3,000 worth of elec- 
tronics on Sept. 17. 

The victim told cops that 
she was inside her apartment, 
which is between 11th and 
12th streets, when the creeps 
came in through the unlocked 
front door at 10 am. A mere 
five minutes later, they fled 
toting a laptop, iPod, camera, 
cash, and credit cards. 

Car thefts 

It was a bad week for cars 
and their owners: 

•A thief stole a 2008 Audi 
van from Third Street over- 
night on Sept. 15. The victim 
told police that she parked 
the car between Seventh and 
Eighth avenues at 7 pm and 
returned at 8 am the next 
morning. 

•Another ancient Honda 
Civic was stolen, this time 
from Fifth Avenue overnight 
on Sept 16. The vicitim told 
cops that he left his 13 -year- 
old car between 13th and 14th 
streets at 11:30pm and it was 
gone 12 hours later. 

• Some Honda-hungry 
loser stole an 2006 CRV 
parked on Third Street over- 
night on Sept. 16. The victim 
said that she left the car be- 
tween Fourth and Fifth ave- 
nues at 4 pm, but it was gone 
by 8 am the next morning. 

— Joe Anuta 


84TH PRECINCT 


Brooklyn Heights- 
DUMBO-Boerum Hill- 
Downtown 

Poor doggie 

A reprehensible dude 
kicked a woman’s dog — then 
stole her doggie bag! — on 
York Street on Sept. 15. 

The woman told cops that 
she was walking the pup near 
Washington Street at about 
12:15 pm when the man ap- 
proached and kicked the 
pooch, apparently at ran- 
dom. When the woman went 
to pick up the poor puppy, 
the man grabbed its carry- 
ing case — which also con- 
tained her wallet, $ 100, and 
something called “cosmetic 
lip gloss” — and fled. 

Taken by storm! 

Dude, the tornado took 
my motorcycle, bro! 

A motorcycle went miss- 
ing from a spot at Jay and Til- 
lary streets — and the owner 
told cops that he thinks it dis- 
appeared during the vicious 
storm on Sept. 16. 

The owner went looking 
for it after the tornado blew 
through, but couldn’t find it 
— because it was likely sto- 
len — in the tornado’s af- 
termath. 

Drive by 

A cruising caper stopped 
his car to swipe aman’s cell- 
phone on Atlantic Avenue on 
Sept. 16. 

The victim said he was near 
Fourth Avenue at about 11:45 
pm when the jerk stopped 


his car, got out, wrenched 
the phone from the victim’s 
hands, and drove away. 

Cell swipe 

A quick-handed thug took 
a woman’s Blackberry as she 
got on the Q train at Pacific 
Street on Sept. 16. 

The woman said the doors 
were closing on the train, 
which was near Fourth Av- 
enue, at about 1 1 :20 pm when 
a man ran up, snagged the ex- 
pensive phone and fled. 

Gershed again 

Crooked thieves cut chains 
and stole two bikes from 
their Gold Street stalls on 
Sept. 17. 

The victim told cops that 
he had no idea how the crooks 
cut his expensive chains, 
which were located near Flat- 
bush Avenue — what he does 
know is that when he went 
to ride one of them at 5 pm, 
both had been gershed. 

No salvation 

Some jerk took a wom- 
an’s wallet while she was 
trying on clothes at Salva- 
tion Army on Atlantic Ave- 
nue on Sept. 18. 

The victim told cops that 
she was in the dressing room 
of the store, which is between 
Bond andNevins streets, at 
about 7 pm. It’s just too bad 
that she left her purse outside 
the dressing room — when 
she came out, her wallet and 
$290 were missing. 

Handyplan 

A villain burglarized a 
State Street apartment on 
Sept. 18 — and the tenants 
blame their handyman! 

The victims told cops that 
they found a mess when they 
went home, which is between 
Bond andNevins streets, at 
about 12:55 am. They said 
that the guy who works on 
their home was the only other 
person with house keys — so 
he must have been the one 
who stole a wallet, cash, and 
even a $45 Red Sox watch 
(but really, who wears a Red 
Sox watch?). 

Banana thief 

A dastardly crook snatched 
a purse from a woman while 
she was shopping at Banana 
Republic on Montague Street 
on Sept. 19. 

The woman told cops that 
she only looked away for a 
second while browsing the 
shop, which is near Henry 
Street, at about2:50pm. But 
when she turned around, the 
bag and $80 were gone. 

— Andy Cambell 


68TH PRECINCT 


Bay Ridge- 
Dyke r Heights 

Casanova scam 

A thug robbed a 15-year- 
old girl of her cellphone on 
Fourth Avenue on Sept. 13 
after his teenage victim 
wouldn’t give up her tele- 
phone number. 

The victim said she was 
nearing 85th Street at 12:45 
pm when the thief walked over 
and began chatting her up. 

After a few minutes, the 
thief asked her for her digits, 
but she refused, sparking the 
robbery, police were told. 

Evil eye 

Four punks pounded on a 
41-year-old on Sept. 13 fol- 
lowing a few unwelcome 
glances on Colonial Road. 

The victim was between 
74th Street and Bay Ridge 
Parkway at 12:30 am when 
he looked over at the four 
young toughs, sparking an 
argument. 

“What the f — are you 
looking at?”oneofthe thugs 
asked before all four lashed 
out at the victim, hitting him 
in the head with a bottle. 

Unit empties 

A thief removed over 
$4,000 in jewelry from a Fort 
HamiltonParkway apartment 
between Sept. 11 and 12. 

The 32-year-old tenant 
told cops that he had left his 
home, which is between 90th 
and 92nd streets, during the 
day on Sept. 11, but returned 
the next day at 5:45 pm to 
find that five bracelets, four 
rings and two necklaces had 
been taken. 

The thief had apparently 
entered through an unlocked 
window leading to a fire es- 

Lef ransacked 

A burglar tore up a Fourth 
Avenue apartment on Sept. 
13 in a thorough search for 
jewelry and electronics. 

The thief forced open 
the front door to the home 
between 68th and Senator 
streets sometime after 1 pm, 
taking two laptop computers, 
a Tiffany bracelet, 35 DVDs 
and a Movado watch. 

Car swiped 

A speed demon made off 
with a 2001 Ford Taurus 
parked inside a 66th Street 
lot on Sept. 14. 

The 59-year-old owner 
left the car between 11th 
and 12th avenues at 8:30 
pm and returned an hour 
later to find it gone. 

— Thomas Tracy 


94TH PRECINCT 


Greenpoint-Northside 

Gold rush 

Cops nabbed a gold-dig- 


ging delinquent after he took 

ford Avenue on Sept. 14. 

The victim told cops that 
she was near N. 12th Street 
at 2:40 pm when the creep 
ripped a goldnecklace offher 
neck and then punched her 
in the back of the head. The 
goon fled, but police soon 
had him wearing some shiny 
bracelets of his own. 

Delinquents 

Two thugs robbed a man on 
Jackson Street on Sept. 18. 

The victim told cops that 
he was near Woodpoint Road 
at about 1 1 pm when one of 
the perps approached, simu- 
lated having a gun, and asked, 
“Do you want to get shot to- 
night?” 

There’s really no good an- 
swer to that question, but be- 
fore the victim could say any- 
thing, the other perp sneaked 
up from behind and began 
choking the victim, who threw 
his wallet on the ground. 

Bumbershot 

Some umbrella-wielding 
jerk attacked a man at the 
Meserole Avenue YMCA 
on Sept. 18. 

The victim told police that 
he was inside the gym be- 
tween Manhattan Avenue 
and Lorimer Street at 11:50 
pm when the thug repeat- 
edly bashed his skull with 
the umbrella, causing se- 

Late-night swipe 

A gadget-gathering goon 
made off with some electron- 
ics from a Bedford Avenue 
apartment on Sept. 18. 

The victim told cops that 
she locked her apartment, 
which is located between N. 
Sixth and Seventh streets, at 
10 pm. When she returned 
about five hours later, she 
discovered that her laptop, 
iPod, Kindle, and camera 
were missing. 

Window cleaner 

Some creep cleaned out a 
N. Fourth Street apartment 
on Sept. 19. 

The victim told cops that 
she locked her apartment at 
7 pm, but 20 minutes later, 
she returned to find a side 
window open and two lap- 
tops missing. Cops suspect 
the agile jerk climbed up a 
fire escape that was acces- 
sible from the street. 

Broken glass 

Some perp stole $5,000 out 
ofaToyotapickup parked onN. 
Third Street on Sept. 18. 

The victim told cops that 
he parked between Kent and 
Wythe avenues at 12: 15 am. 
About two hours later, he 
found the window smashed 
and the cash gone. 

Road report 

At least two vehicles were 
swiped: 

• Some thrill-seeking jerk 
stole a motorcycle parked on 
Frost Street between Graham 
and Manhattan avenues on 
Sept. 17. The victim told po- 
lice that he left the bike at 
11:45 pm, but when he re- 
turned less than an hour later 

• An environmentally con- 
scious creep stole a Honda Pi- 
lot from Russell Street over- 
night on Sept. 18. The victim 
told cops that he parked near 
Driggs Avenue at 6 pm, and 
discovered it missing at 8 am 
the next morning. 

— Joe Anuta 


90TH PRECINCT 


Southside-Bushwick 

Baby carriage 

A new mom punched her 
victim in the face and stole 
his cellphone on Sept. 20 af- 
ter the victim accidentally 
backed his car into the baby 
carriage on Taylor Street. 

The victim was pulling 
into a parking spot near Bed- 
ford Avenue at 3:20 pm, when 
he unintentionally collided 
with the perp’s stroller. 

The incident enraged the 
woman, who punched the 
driver’s face several times 
and stole his phone for good 
measure. 

Police arrested the robber 
several hours later. 

Pizza the action 

Two perps tried to break 
into Roberta’s on Sept. 14 but 
couldn’t pry the door open. 

The perps tried to enter the 
Moore Street building at 4 : 1 5 
am, but an employee came 
to the door to see what the 
noise was, and the perps ran 
off down Bogart Street. 

Morgan burg 

A perp broke into a Mor- 
gan Avenue apartment on 
Sept. 15 and stole $2,200 
worth of electronics. 

The thief entered the 
building near McKibben 
Street after its tenant left 
at 1:30 pm, helping himself 
to two computers, two iP- 
ods, a phone and an exter- 
nal hard drive. 

The tenants returned at 8 
pm to discover the crime. 

Kent computer 

A thief stole $34,000 
worth of jewelry from a Kent 
Avenue loft on Sept. 16 

The perp broke into the 
building near Division Ave- 
nue after its tenant left at 10 
am, helping himself to two 
computers, watches, ear- 
rings, and a diamond en- 
gagement ring. 

When the tenant returned 
at 7 pm that day, she found her 
property was missing. 

Keap sake 

A thief stole a Hyundai 
that its owner parked on S. 
Fifth Street on Sept. 15. 

The owner told cops that 
he parked the car near Keap 
Street at 1 1 am, but when he 
returned 22 hours later, the 
car was gone. 

Deli slice 

A violent thug sliced a 
Maujer Street deli store own- 
er’s arm with a box cutter on 
Sept. 17 because he wouldn’t 
take the perp’s food stamps 
the day before. 

The owner of the Wesam 
Eat Out Deli, which is near 
Graham Avenue, told cops 
that he had gotten into an 
argument with his eventual 
assailant at 4 am when he 
declined to cash his food sub- 
sidy check. 

Four hours later, the 
would-be eater returned, 
pulled the knife and slashed 
the proprietor’s forearm. 

Broadway rob 

Two perps robbed a man 
onHewes Street on Sept. 18, 
taking $300. 

The perps approached the 
man from behind at 12:30 
am, and took his wallet out 
of his pocket before fleeing 
down Broadway. 

— Aaron Short 


BUSINESS BRIEFS 


SUPPLIED BY THE ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT 

New features coming 
to N. Flatbush Avenue 

The streetscape along North Flatbush Avenue will 
be changing for the better. The North Flatbush Busi- 
ness Improvement District has secured close to $3 
million in funding for a streetscape design project 
partnering with Department of Transportation. 

The conceptual drawings for Flatbush Avenue 
from Atlantic Avenue to Grand Army Plaza will be 
unveiled to Community Boards 6 and 8 on Tues- 
day, Sept. 28. 

Pedestrian countdown signals will be installed at 
all Flatbush Avenue intersections from Atlantic Av- 
enue to Grand Army Plaza, beginning in six to nine 
months. The Flatbush Avenue corridor has also seen 
the installation of new crosswalks and other pedes- 
trian improvements at the Carlton Avenue Triangle, 
the prohibition of left turns from Flatbush to reduce 
congestion and improve safety, and just last month, 
the alteration of signal timing to slow off-peak traf- 
fic and increase pedestrian crossing time. 

For info, call the North Flatbush Avenue BID at 
(718) 783-1685 or visit visit www.nfbid.com. 

Bureau of Community 
Service isnowBCS 

As of Sept. 16, Brooklyn Bureau of Community Ser- 
vice is officially the Brooklyn Community Services 
(BCS). Find out more about this organization at a 
program called BCS 360 on Wednesday, Oct. 14 from 
8:45-10 am (with a light breakfast) and Thursday, 
Sept. 30 from 6:30-8 pm (with wine and cheese) at 
BCS Headquarters in Downtown. 

BCS is one of Brooklyn’s oldest and largest social 
service organizations, yet far too many New Yorkers 
have no idea what it do! So come to BCS 360° and 
see in a very real way how BCS helps children and 
youth to reach their full potential, strengthens fam- 
ilies, and fosters self-sufficiency for adults. 

Brooklyn Community Service [285 Schermerhorn 
St. between Hoyt and Nevin s streets in Boerun Hill, 
(718) 310-5623]. For info, visit www.bbcs.com. To 
RSVP contact Adele Saleem at asaleem@bbcs.org. 
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INCOME! 


LIVE UNITED 

BRIDGE WALK 

& VOLUNTEER FESTIVAL 

SATURDAY. OCTOBER 2. 2010 


Walk to raise awareness about how we can all work together to 
improve EDUCATION, INCOME and HEALTH in our city. The walk 
begins at 10:00 AM in City Hall Park in downtown Manhattan and ends 

at the LIVE UNITED Volunteer Festival in Cadman Plaza Park in 

downtown Brooklyn. 


Visit LiveUnitedNYC.org to Register. 
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Democrats circle the 
wagons for McMahon 


By Thomas Tracy 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Democratic Party officials 
are so concerned about the 
Republican Marine gunning 
for Rep. Mike McMahon’s 
Bay Ridge seat that they’ve 
put the freshman lawmaker 
in their “candidate protec- 
tion program.” 

Newly minted Republican 
nominee Michael Grimm is 
preparing his six-week as- 
sault against McMahon — 
but the Democratic Congres- 
sional Campaign Committee 
has placed McMahon in 
the group’s “frontline pro- 


gram” — a listing of 42 at- 
risk seats nationwide that get 
extra cash and manpower be- 
cause incumbents are fac- 
ing “tougher challenges than 
normal,” according to a com- 
mittee spokesman. 

Since 2009, the national 
organization has been work- 
ing to “lay the groundwork 
... so that [McMahon is] in 
the strongest position pos- 
sible,” the DCCC spokes- 
man added. 

McMahon has just un- 
der $1.1 million on hand to 
protect his seat, according 
to campaign filings. About 


$970,000 of it came from 
political action commit- 
tees and other special inter- 
est groups with names like 
“Democrats Win Seats” and 
“Victory Now.” He’s also re- 
ceived $15,000 from fellow 
Reps. Anthony Weiner (D- 
Sheepshead Bay) and Jerry 
Nadler (D-Red Hook) as 
well as Councilman Do- 
menic Recchia (D-Coney 
Island). 

Grimm currendy has about 
$385,000 remaining from his 
tussle with vanquished GOP 
rival Michael Allegretti. But 
now that he’s the nominee 


against an incumbent that 
even the Democratic Party 
sees as weak, more money 
should flow in. 

The money battle is just 
the first salvos in a war pit- 
ting the centrist McMahon 
against the conservative 
Grimm, who has portrayed 
his rival as pawn of House 
speaker Nancy Pelosi, who 
has become a lightning rod 
for conservatives around the 
country. Then again, McMa- 
hon briefly offended his own 
party’s faithful earlier this 
year when he voted against 
a GOP-reviled health care 



Mahon has hurt Bay Ridge 
residents by voting for a 
$ 800-billion “stimulus pack- 
age” that was pushed by Pres- 
ident Obama to jumpstart the 
national economy. McMa- 
hon also voted for the so- 
called “cap and trade” pollu- 
tion-control approach which 
sets national caps on certain 
emissions and allows com- 
panies that remain beneath 
the cap to sell their excess 
credits. Like many Repub- 
licans, Grimm claims that 
such an approach “unduly 
burden small businesses and 
households” because pollut- 
ers are likely to pass along to 
GOP hopeful Mike Grimm (center) was all smiles customers the higher costs 
after his primary win last week. of adhering to the law. 

Grimm has called the con- 


bill that would have extended 
coverage to millions. Also, 
McMahon has staked out 
right-of-center territory by 
voting against taxing some 


Wall Street bonuses and ex- 
tending unemployment ben- 
efits. 

Grimm added that Mc- 


struction of the so-called 
Ground Zero mosque an “af- 
front to decency,” has called 
for extending all of the Bush 
tax cuts, including those for 


the wealthiest two percent 
of wage-earners, and clos- 
ing our borders to everyone 
except a select group of na- 
tions that “stand above others 
as our closest allies.” 

McMahon has called those 
positions out of touch with 
“mainstream” America. 

McMahon took the Bay 
Ridge district from Repub- 
lican hands in 2008 after it 
was revealed that former 
Rep. Vito Fossella (R-Bay 
Ridge) had a secret second 
family in Virginia. 

Grimm has been endorsed 
by a few big name Republi- 
can players, including for- 
mer Mayor Rudy Giuliani, 
Sarah Palin and John Mc- 
Cain, though it is unclear 
whether that support will 
continue in any tangible 
way. McCain’s promised 
fundraiser has yet to be 
scheduled. 
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Vito power 

Lopez wins another term 


By Aaron Short 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Meet the new Boss — same as 
the old Boss. 

Brooklyn Democratic Party lead- 
ers re-elected embattled Assembly- 
man Vito Lopez to another two-year 
term as party’s chairman by an over- 
whelming 47-3-2 victory over re- 
form challenger and new state com- 
mitteeman Chris Owens. 

“I’m very happy,” said Lopez. “I’ll 
be there two more years. I have broad 
support throughout the county and 
I’m happy.” 

The vote was cast late Monday 
night in Brooklyn Heights after a 


boisterous county committee meet- 
ing where members of the insurgent 
New Kings Democrats demandedLo- 
pez’s resignation and tried to change 
the party’s bylaws by eliminating 
mass proxy voting and demanding 
quarterly meetings. 

“Lopez does all he can to oper- 
ate our local Democratic Party in 
the least democratic way possible,” 
said Matt Cowherd, founder of the 
New Kings Democrats. “He sends 
out paper proxies encouraging county 
committee members to skip the bi- 
ennial meeting, and whenever pos- 
sible, he packs the state committee 
with human proxies.” 


Cowherd was referring to 11 at- 
large members appointed by Lopez 
himself, including six new members 
announced before the vote. 

But Assemblyman Dov Hikind 
(D-Midwood) dismissed the notion 
of rancor within the party. 

“It was an overwhelming mar- 
gin,” said Hikind. 

Lopez’s coronation capped a busy 
week for the Assemblyman, who an- 
nounced that his cancer reappeared, 
and faced intense questioning over a 
widening city investigation into the 
nonprofit he founded and the compe- 
tence of its board members. 

Lopez declined to comment about 
his health and the investigation into 
the Ridgewood Bushwick Senior Cit- 
izens Council, only saying it is “one 
of the best nonprofit providers in 
the city.” 

But scores of political reformers 
disagreed, leading a protest march 
two hours before the county meet- 
ing, chanting “Veto Vito! ” from Bor- 
ough Hall down Remsen Street to 


St. Francis College, where the vote 
and the county’s biennial meeting 
would take place. 

“Three of Brooklyn’s past four 
Democratic Party bosses have been 
indicted on charges of corruption — 
and if the recent news about current 
party boss Vito Lopez is any indi- 
cation, he is likely to meet the same 
fate,” said Lincoln Restler, a state 
committee candidate whose election 
was too close to call. 

Inside the meeting, a divided Dem- 
ocratic Party fought over every mo- 
tion, bylaw change, and points of or- 
der — but nearly every motion went 
in Lopez’s favor. 

Owens, acknowledging that he 
didn’t expect to win the county po- 
sition or many votes in the county 
committee, nevertheless declared the 
evening meeting a success. 

“We brought people together, we 
got new business on the agenda, and 
we made some inroads,” said Ow- 
ens. “We’re not going to be quiet and 
roll over like we did before.” 
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CANCER... 


Continued from page 1 
“I understand he was in the 
hospital recently.” 

Lopez has fought with 
cancer before — and won. 

He was first diagnosed 
with leukemia in 1993, rid- 
ding himself of the disease 
three years later after doctors 
from Memorial Sloan-Ketter- 
ing Cancer Center in Man- 
hattan saved his life. 

His cancer reappeared in 
1997, and he has been receiv- 
ing periodic testing and treat- 
ments ever since — publicly 
urging his constituents to get 
tested themselves. 

Speculation regarding Lo- 
pez’s health surfaced several 


weeks ago, whenhe appeared 
at his annual senior picnic 
in Long Island on Aug. 19, 
and at the funeral of a long- 
time political ally on Aug. 
22 wearing a gauze bandage 
below his collar and looking 
exhausted. 

But Lopez still made pub- 
lic appearances leading up 
to the primary, visiting se- 
niors in nearly every senior 
center run by the Ridgewood 
Bushwick Senior Citizens 
Council, the nonprofit that 
he founded 30 years ago. 

The news about Lopez’s 
health has startled even his 
political opponents, includ- 
ing Marty Needelman, an 


attorney at Brooklyn Legal 
Services and a one-time 

“I visited him at Sloan Ket- 
tering with him a long time 
ago, it must have been early 
2000,” said Needelman. “He 
had a rare form of leukemia. 
If it’s come back, that’s hor- 
rible.” 

Lopez, the county’s party 
chairman for the past six years, 
defeated Esteban Duran in his 
state committee race last Tues- 
day by a 70 to 29 percent mar- 
gin, but he has become em- 
broiled in a widening fraud 
investigation that has en- 
snarled the Ridgewood Bush- 
wick Senior Citizens Council 
and its top executives. 

A Department of Investi- 
gation report, which became 
public two days after the elec- 


tion, found that Ridgewood 
Bushwickemployees allegedly 
defrauded the city out of al- 
most $340,000 through falsi- 
fying attendance sheets and 
attempting to bill the city for 
programs that it did not provide 
to Bushwick residents, with- 
out the knowledge of its clue- 
less executives and its placid 
board members. 

Earlier this week, sev- 
eral newspapers reported the 
nonprofit’s top executives, 
Christiana Fisher and An- 
gela Battaglia, Lopez’s cam- 
paign treasurer and longtime 
girlfriend, received exorbi- 
tant salary increases of 182 
percent and 73 percent, re- 
spectively. 

On Friday, Ridgewood 
Bushwick agreed to follow 
the city’s recommendations 


CHARITY... 


Continued from page 1 
that Ridgewood Bushwick 
employees defrauded sev- 
eral city agencies of al- 
most $340,000 in taxpayer 
money. 

The report also charges 
that Fisher failed to monitor 
the alleged criminal activity 
of her employees, who fal- 
sified attendance sheets and 
did not keep records of where 
the money went. 

“There was insufficient 
fiscal or management over- 
sight,” said the report. 

Ridgewood Bushwick’s 
Hope Gardens Multi-Ser- 
vice Center was one of the 
subcontractors that received 


$ 80,000 in funds, but the city 
found that the center never 
held any anti-gang youth pro- 

Investigators found that 
Anna Gonzalez, director 
of Hope Gardens and long- 
time former chairwoman of 
Community Board 4, falsely 
sought reimbursement from 
the city for “anger manage- 
ment” workshops that were 
neverprovided, double-billed 
two city agencies for ex- 
penses incurred in the phan- 
tom anti-gang program, and 
opened her own sham non- 
profit which she managed out 
of Hope Gardens without fil- 
ing proper tax forms. 


Gonzalez died in 2009 
while the investigation was 
underway. 

Fisher said she was not 
aware that the anti-gang pro- 
gram was being conducted at 
Hope Gardens or any other 
phony billing schemes, add- 
ing that she has no “crystal 
ball” and is not a “mind 

She initially insisted that 
Ridgewood Bushwick has 
proper “internal controls” 
and that the nonprofit did 
not need to be improved — 
though she has now appar- 
ently signed off on the city’s 
recommendations that there 
must be more verification and 
accountability when the city’s 
tax dollars are being used. 

Fisher made headlines this 
week for stunning reports 


that she earned $659,591 
last year working just 17.5 
hours per week — a salary 
increase of 1 82 percent from 
the previous year that put her 
earnings at roughly five times 
the amount of her peer direc- 
tors at other Brooklyn non- 

The investigation was 
spurred by a prior inquiry 
into how councilmembers’ 
discretionary funds from a 
$2 million anti-violence grant 
made in 2007 were misused 
by an unrelated nonprofit 
connected to former Coun- 
cilman Kendall Stewart. 

On July 14, Ridgewood 
Bushwick responded to the 
agency’s audit in a letter ac- 
knowledging it couldnotpro- 
duce paperwork for its events, 
explaining, “[all] of the ex- 
penses claimed for the Youth 
Center were directly for par- 
ticipants that benefit from the 
Youth Center programming,” 
but “part of this funding was 
also allocated to provide sup- 
port or various community 
organizations and events that 
our Council people wanted 
to support.” 

But his board members 
were certainly criticized 
by the report, which found 
that top officials at 

Ridgewood Bushwick 
lacked basic knowledge about 
the group’s annual budget, fi- 
nancial reports, or even who 
its executive director was — 
but always voted “yes” when- 

The nonprofit has long 
been linked to political ac- 
tivity that has helped with 
election-related mobilization 
efforts on behalf of Lopez 
for decades. 

On primary day this 
week, hundreds of Ridge- 
wood Bushwick employees 
took the day off from work 
and volunteered at the polls 
to help Lopez win reelec- 
tion for his state committee 
race — which he did, tak- 
ing in about 73 percent of 
the vote. 

Lopez, while he maintains 
close ties to the nonprofit, 
including giving more than 
$330,000 in member items 
to Ridgewood Bushwickpro- 
grams last year, was not the 
subject of any aspect of the 
city’s investigation. 

Mayor Bloomberg, who 
has attended Ridgewood 
Bushwick-sponsored senior 
picnics and Christmas dinner 
events for the past three years, 
confirmed this yesterday to 
the New York Post. 

“I’ve known Vito since I 
came into public life,” said 
Bloomberg. “I’mnot sure the 
investigation had anything to 
do with him.” 
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to bring in an independent 
auditor and add new board 
members after an investi- 

Lopez was not the sub- 
ject of the city’s investiga- 
tion, and, so far, has not pub- 
licly responded to questions. 

But in a New York Post arti- 
cle, he justified the inflated 
salaries of its executives as 
well deserved. 

An Assembly source stated 
thatthe salaries were raised to 
provide a financial cushion for 
both Fisher and Battaglia — 
two of Lopez’s most loyal al- 
lies — incase something hap- 
pened Lopez. 

Lopez and his allies have 
also repeatedly declined to 
comment about questions re- 
garding his health. \ 
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I The City- 
University 


The Wyckoff Gardens Child Health Clinic, located at 
266 Wyckoff Street in Brooklyn, is closing. Dr. Quilly Lee 
will be moving to the Fort Greene Child Health Clinic, 
located at 295 Flatbush Ave Extension. If you would like 
information about how to continue receiving services 
from Dr. Lee, or one of the many highly qualified 
pediatricians who work at Woodhull Hospital, or one of 
our other health centers, please call us a 718-260-7500 . 
You child's health is very important to us and we look 
forward to continuing to serve your family. 

If you choose to go to another pediatrician, please call 
us a 718-260-7500 to obtain your child's medical records. 

The Williamsburg Dental Clinic, located at 214 Graham 
Avenue in Brooklyn, is closing. If you would like infor- 
mation about continuing your dental care at Woodhull 
Hospital, please call us at 718-388-5889 . Your health is 
important to us and we look forward to continuing to 
serve you. 

If you want to obtain your dental records, please call 
718-388-5889 . We would be happy to give them to you 
or your new dentist. 

Woodhull Health Network 


DOWN FOR THE COUNT: The Whole Foods site on Third Av- 
enue had its fence blown down in the Sept. 9 storm. (At left) 
National Weather Service official Gary Conte surveyed dam- 
aged trees in Prospect Park on Friday before declaring that yes, 
indeed, a tornado had touched down. 


STORM... 


Continued from page 1 
Then this girl ran past me 
yelling, ‘A tornado is com- 
ing! ’ I turned around and see 
this wall of water barreling 
down the street!” 

Only five minutes later, 
Derian emerged from his St. 
Johns Place apartment to a 
scene of shocking devasta- 
tion, including a fallen stee- 
ple off the top of the Grace 
United Methodist Church that 
smashed into a car. 

“Trees were uprooted [and 
had] torn apart the concrete. 
Cars were smashed from 
fallen branches and trees. 
Hundreds of people were 
snapping photos. It was a 
pretty wild scene.” 

The local representative 
for the National Weather Ser- 
vice, Gary Conte, said that 
weather conditions were 
ideal for a tornado, as two 


systems with different tem- 
peratures and wind directions 
converged. 

“We did see signs of ro- 
tation on the ground in Park 
Slope,” said Conte, adding 
that he observed “damage in a 
well-defined path” stretching 
two miles from Prospect Park 
heading northeast through 
the neighborhood. 

An analysis by the Na- 
tional Weather Service esti- 
matedmaximum wind speeds 
of 80 miles per hour, and that 
the tornado was roughly 75 
yards wide. 

A massive tree on Seventh 
Avenue between 11th and 12th 
streets was uprooted in the tor- 
rent and slammed into a car, 
sending its occupant, a local 
sensei, to the hospital. 

Another tree in Prospect 
Park that was adored by at 
least one regular visitor, Gary 


Robbins, was also severely 
wounded by the twister. 

“This tree really meant 
something to me,” wrote Rob- 
bins in an ode to the elm. 
“When I got to my tree I saw 
that two huge limbs had been 
ripped off. ... I looked up and 
saw the sad area from where 
it had been tom. A huge dis- 
colored section of this mag- 
nificent American Elm was 

Robbins added that life 
would go on in the wake of the 
catastrophe, but that the trauma 
of seeing his iavorite tree felled 
would stay with him. 

“My life is really much 
more than this tree — much 
more grand and diverse and 
human-oriented. But my tree 
certainly does mean some- 
thing to me and if the park 
service looks at it and de- 
clares that it cannot survive 
... then I will be strongly 
damaged as well.” 

It is unclear whether Rob- 
bins’s tree is among the 100 


have a purpose. 
We 
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trees in Prospect Park that 
fell or were so damaged by 
the storm that they must be 

The last tornado to roar 
through the borough was in 
2007. Conte said that twist- 
ers are touching down in the 
Northeast and mid- Atlantic 
regions with increasing fre- 
quency, leading local mete- 
orologists to reconsider the 
notion that the devastating 


so-called “acts of God” are 
uncommon in urban areas. 

“They’re occurring with 
a fair enough frequency that 
we can’t call them ‘rare’ any- 
more,” said Conte. 

He added that he had an 
idea what the possible rea- 
son might be for the uptick 
in twisters. 

“Climate change must def- 
initely be considered as a fac- 
tor,” Conte said. 


BIKES... 


Continued from page 1 


In s 


,, that is 


where the process ended, 
as many bosses are wary of 
challenging a landlord. 

But if dialogue between 
the cyclist, his or her boss, 
and the landlord proceeds, a 
formal application for bicycle 
access is filed with the city, 
which then sends inspectors 
to approve a plan that spec- 
ifies how the bikes will be 
brought in and where they 
will be stored. 

It’s a complicated process, 
as Clare Miflin, an architect 
at the firm Kiss and Cathcart 
in Downtown, discovered. 

In her case, the sticking 
point with her landlord was 
whether a freight elevator — 
which is critical for a “bikes 
in buildings” plan — could 
accommodate bikes. 

“There are only four small 
elevators in our building, one 
of which is used for freight 
— but it’s used by tenants 
like any other elevator so [the 
landlord] argued it wasn’t ac- 
tually a freight elevator [and 
therefore couldn’t accommo- 
date bikes],” said Miflin. 

Her frustrating experi- 
ence echoed the criticism ex- 
pressed when the law first 
went into effect: that it de- 
pended on a landlord’s mag- 
nanimity — a trait not gener- 
ally associated with building 

Alexandra Farkas, who 
works for Erikson Transla- 
tions on Court Street, tried 
her luck with the bikes in 
building law, but it did not 
go well for her, either. 

“We succeeded in getting 
the building to allow us to 
bring bikes in, but we don’t 
have room in our offices to 
park them, and the landlord 
hasn’t made space available,” 
said Farkas. 

“My coworker put a lot 
of work into it, but it was 
kind of a dead end,” Farkas 

Of course, for a few lucky 
applicants in Brooklyn, this 
process was relatively pain- 


“It went extremely well! 
The building’s management 
was really cooperative,” said 
Gail Kovach, who works for 
the Social Science Research 
Council, which has offices 
at 1 Pierrepont Plaza. “We 
filed the request, two weeks 
later the manager filed the 
necessary plan and a week 
later it was approved. It was 
really quick!” 

After some planning, cy- 
clists and the buildings man- 
agement were able to make 
room for bikes in the of- 
fice, so now roughly 10 two- 
wheelers are up against the 
walls and cubicles of the of- 
fices of the Social Science 
Research Council. 

“It’s kind of funny see- 
ing the bikes around the of- 
fice,” said Kovach, “But no 
one objects and we feel we’re 
making a small dent in all 
the pollution of the envi- 
ronment.” 

The building is owned by 
Bruce Ratner, who has also 
been quick to allow bikes in 
one of his Metrotech office 
buildings in Downtown. But 
the developer has not allowed 
bikes in his 1 Metrotech Cen- 
ter building. 

Department of Transpor- 
tation spokesman Monty 
Dean recommended that cy- 
clists who are having trouble 
convincing their landlord to 
consider a “bikes in build- 
ings” proposal should con- 
tact the agency through its 
website. 

Dean agreed that partic- 
ipation is low in Brooklyn, 
but the agency expected that 
to be the case. 

“Most of the requests have 
come from Manhattan due 
to the density of large com- 
mercial buildings there,” 
Dean said. 

All told, the agency has 
received 324 “bike access 
plans” citywide, covering 
up to 2,500 bikes. Not all 
of those “access plans” have 
been implemented. 
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when the van service began 
along the former B23 bus line 
in Kensington, we waited two 
hours in vain for a van at a 
designated stop at Cortelyou 
Road and Flatbush Avenue. 
It is unclear whether the van 
was not working the route or 
if the driver chose to make 
undesignated stops elsewhere 
in the neighborhood. 

Yassky said the agency 
would carefully monitor 
the unsubsidized program 
and evaluate it in about six 
months, potentially making 
it permanent. 

But one van operator said 
he wouldn’t need so much 
time to figure out if it will 
work for him. 

SulaimanHaqq, co-owner 
of the Brooklyn Van Lines, 
has been given the city con- 
tract for the former B7 1 route 
— and he predicts a rough 
road to solvency. 

“This route has been aban- 
doned for some time now, 
and people have grown ac- 
customed to taking other 
forms of transportation,” 

Haqq said he is already 
hearing grumbling from 
group van operators in 
Queens, where the service 
began two weeks ago. 

“They are pretty much 
complaining already that they 
can’t get any ridership to sus- 
tain their efforts,” he said, 
claiming he would “stick it 
out” in Brownstone Brook- 
lyn for a few months. 

“I’m prepared to put in 
some time. But time equates 
to money.” 

The 20-passenger vans 
will cost $2 a ride, and, in 
theory operate from 6 am to 
10 pm. They are supposed to 
make pickups every 15 min- 
utes during peak hours. 


But don’t expect city bus- 
type amenities. 

There will be no trans- 
fers, and none of the vans 
will be handicapped acces- 
sible. Signs will be posted 
along the old route, alert- 
ing passengers where to 
hop a ride. 

Yassky said the new pro- 
gram would be a “fun” ex- 
periment, but conceded the 
road to selecting a route op- 
erator was bumpy. 

The Transit Workers 
Union quietly withdrew its 
ballyhooedplanto operate a 
private van service along the 
B71 route, leaving the city 
scrambling to find a replace- 
ment in time for the start of 
its pilot program. 

“I was very disappointed 
that they backed out,” said 
Yassky. “Transit workers are 
highly professional and qual- 
ified, and I was eager to see 
them involved.” 

He said the union — which 
initially blasted as “illegal” 
the plan to use private vans on 
eliminated bus lines, but then 
created a not-for-profit enter- 
prise so that it could partici- 
pate in the program — gave 
no explanation for putting the 
brakes on its own bid. 

Union officials did not re- 
turn a call for comment, but 
the Chief, a union newspa- 
per, said that start-up costs 
were the culprit. 

Van service on the other 
two borough routes included 
in the plan — Williamsburg’s 
former B39 line, which jour- 
neyed into Manhattan over 
the Williamsburg Bridge, and 
the B23, which once con- 
nected Kensington to Bor- 
ough Park, began on Sept. 20. 
Route information is avail- 
able here. 
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T.S. I love you 


Prospect Heights church hosts Eliot’s murderous play 




THEATER 


low through Set. 2. Thursday through 
iaturday at 7:30 pm and Sundays at 
! prn. Tickets $10 (suggested), $5 for 


difficult to follow Eliot’s suburb poetic 
verse. Still, it’s a small price to pay for 
what is ultimately a gripping, memora- 
ble performance. 


The Butcher of ^ . 
Flatbush Ave. *=> ™ 
Extension 


S poiler alert! “Murder in the Cathedral” 
is about a brutal killing in church — 
but don’t worry, we didn’t just ruin 
the play for you. 

The famous story of the assassina- 
tion of Thomas Becket, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, in 1 170 is front and center 
here — a story so full of drama, power 
dynamics and internal struggle that T.S. 
Eliot — yes, that T.S. Eliot — couldn’t 
resist writing a play about it. 

Eliot focused his drama, which is run- 
ning now through Oct. 2 at the Church 
of St. Joseph in Prospect Heights, on the 
last month of Becket’s life. He’s back in 
Canterbury after seeking refuge in France 
for seven years for clashing with King 
Henry II over his allegiance to a high 
power other than the throne. Though wel- 
comed back in his homeland, Becket still 
faced certain death if he continued to 
rock the boat. 

Becket’s struggle is symbolized by four 
characters who appear in the play, tempt- 
ing him with physical safety by “leaving] 
well alone”; with riches by serving the 
king; with power by resisting the king 
and forming a coalition with like-minded 
barons; and, lastly — and what Becket 
contemplated the most — with 
the glory of martyrdom. 

Becket denies all fourtempters, 
but he cannot escape his fate, as, 
less than a month after he steps 
foot in Canterbury Cathedral, he’s 
murdered by the king’s knights 
over suspected treason. 

The setting itself provides a 
large part of the appeal in Brook- 
lyn Arts HQ’s production of the 
classic. Director Alec Duffy 
makes full use of the majestic 
Church of St. Joseph, with the 
altar, pulpit, pews, vestibule and 
even confessional used by the 
actors. When the knights come 
knocking for Becket’s head, they 
are literally locked out of the church, their 
urgent banging immediately placing you 
in the scene. 

The performances are equally effec- 
tive, most notably Godfrey Simmons, Jr., 


Men in black: Julian Rozzell, Jr. (left) and Alexis McGuinness play priests in 
"Murder in the Cathedral," a T.S. Eliot drama running now in Prospect Heights 
at, fittingly, a church. (Inset) Christopher Burris impales Godfrey Simmons, Jr., 
playing the ill-fated Archbishop Thomas Becket in the production. 


good — at one point following a 
sermon, several members of the 
audience responded to the arch- 
bishop’s “Amen” is if they were 
attending Sunday mass). 

The dynamic between Sim- 
mons and this fourth tempter 
(Jordan Coughtry) is especially 
compelling as the actors play out 
the drama by encircling the en- 
tire audience. 

as the fated Becket. The archbishop is the The church may be an ideal setting 

meat of the play, as most of the action re- for “Murder in the Cathedral,” though 
volves around his internal struggle, and the acoustics in the Church of St. Joseph, 
Simmons’s performance is commanding while great for music, result in echoes of 
andfullofgravitas. (He might even be too the actor’s lines that sometimes make it 



Emily (Mary Pearson) is a bit loopy in "Je Suis Dead" at the 
Irondale Center starting Sept. 30 — but what can you ex- 
pect, considering that she's dead (well, sort of). 


‘Dead’ play comes alive 


Don’t let the name fool you, “Je 
Suis Dead” is a play very much about 
the living. 

The New York debut of Fool’s Proof 
Theatre’s play, opening Sept. 30 at the 
Irondale Center, teeters the line be- 
tween the fictional and everyday, bor- 
rowing from the real-life experiences 
of company members — and, no doubt, 
a touch of Sartre. 

The darkly comedic result is a 
puzzling piece centered around three 
strangers in the aftermath of a near-fa- 
tal train accident — a bit of “No Exit” 
if we ever heard it. Hell is other peo- 
ple? You betcha. 

In this version of the ultimate Exis- 


tential question, though, each charac- 
ter’s unique reaction to the post-trauma 
world is front and center. The aloof 
teacher, for example, must get down 
and dirty; the master-of-the-universe 
businessman adjusts to being knocked 
off his perch; and a lonely office worker 
finally learns to reach out to others. 

Along the way, ghosts of the past — 
including a Berlin Dadaist, a tum-of-the- 
century British explorer, and a housewife 
from the South — flit in and out. 

Tough to understand? But of course. 

“The play is thought provoking,” said 
Mary Pearson, one of the stars. “We 
don’t try to make work that is too eas- 
ily consumed. We’re happy if it stays 


with viewers for days.” 

The director of the Irondale Center 
said she was honored to have the U.K.- 
based theater company debut its work 
in little old Fort Greene. 

“It’s compelling, but it’s funny,” said 
Lucy Walters-Maneri. “There are only 
three actors, so it’s highly visual in 
terms of light and costume. The play 
is a wonderful self-reflective piece that 
reveals certain truths about us all.” 
"Je Suis Dead" at the Irondale Cen- 
ter [85 S. Oxford St. between Lafayette 
and Greene avenues in Fort Greene, 
(718) 488-9223], Sept. 30-Oct. 2 at 8 
pm. Tickets $25. For info, visit www. 
irondale.org. — Adam Warner 


TOURS 


Going ‘Yard’ 

Hop on your fixie and explore one of the most 
exclusive spaces in Brooklyn this month. 

On Sept. 26, Urban Oyster leads a bicycle 
tour of the Brooklyn Navy Yard, a historic na- 
val shipping yard on the East River — an entic - 
ing, yet off-limits, par- 
adise for cyclists. 

The tour gives you a 
behind-the-scenes look 
at the Navy Yard’s tran- 
sition from a prominent 
shipbuilding facility to a 
model of susaintable ur- 
ban industrial parks. 

There are also some unique views of the 
waterfront. 

The bike tour comes ahead of the Navy 
Yard’s visitors and community center slated 
to open next fall. At that point, the Yard won’t 
be as frustratingly exclusive, so get in while 
you still can’t. 

Brooklyn Navy Yard Bicycle Tour [meet at 
Sands and Gate streets in Fort Greene, (347) 
599-1842], Sept. 26 and Oct. 17 at 1:45 pm. 
Tickets $24, $20 for members of the Brooklyn 
Historical Society and the Brooklyn Greenway 
Initiative, advance purchase required, as is a 
helmet. For info, visit www.urbanoyster.com. 

— Meredith Deliso 



CINEMA 


Silent Sunday 

It’s hard to keep quiet about silent film 
this good. 

This fall, the Brooklyn Public Library will 
continue its popular pre-talkies series, featur- 
ing some great films that are so last century: 
“Grandma’s Boy,” a slapstick comedy starring 
Harold Lloyd; “Daddy 
Long Legs,” a come- 
dic drama starring the 
immortal Mary Pick- 
ford; and “The Strong 
Man,” another slap- 
and-tickle fest starring 
Harry Langdon. 

But just because the 
soundtracks are empty 
doesn’t mean today’s 
audience won’t have plenty to listen to. As in 
past years, Stuart Oderman will provide the 
live piano accompaniment (which, in a Harold 
Lloyd film, means plenty of fast fingers). 

“Stuart is our secret weapon,” said Ken Gor- 
don, host of the first-Sunday-of-the-month Si- 
lent Movie Matinee series. “He is like a juke- 
box for that era of music. You aren’t just in a 
movie, you are in a concert.” 

Silent Movie Matinee at Brooklyn Public 
Library's Central Branch [Flatbush Avenue at 
Eastern Parkway in Grand Army Plaza in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-2100], Oct. 2, Nov. 7, Dec. 5 
at 1:30 pm. Free. For info, visit www.brook- 
lynpubliclibrary.org. — Joe Anuta 



THEATER 


Orwell’s circus 

The circus and communist Russia never 
had much in common, but House of Yes is 
looking to change all that. 

Starting on Oct. 1, the Bushwick art space 
will present “Circus of Circus,” aburlesque-style 
adaptation of George Orwell’s 1946 classic lit- 
erary satire of the Rus- 
sian Revolution, “Ani- 
mal Farm.” 

Instead of Orwell’s 
radicalized farm-work- 
ing beasts, “Circus of 
Circus” will feature ac- 
tual circus performers 
who rebel against their 
ringmaster. But the ac- 
tors in the show aren’t just pretending to be 
circus folk — they’ll showcase their actual tra- 
peze, fire-breathing, contortion skills. 

“The show is very tongue and cheek,” said 
Kae Burke, who co-runs the House of Yes art 
space and wrote “Circus of Circus.” “And all 
the characters are directly based on the char- 
acters from ‘Animal Farm.’ ” 

Orwell wrote “Animal Farm” to express his 
disillusionment with Soviet communism under 
Stalin. Burke’s work, on the other hand, wasn’t 
the least bit politically motivated. She was just 
inspired to find that so many characters in the 
novella reminded her of her friends. 

“I’ve been writing this show in my head for 
more than three years,” said Burke, who also 
is a circus performer. “The book just had so 
many characters to explore.” 

"Circus of Circus" at House of Yes (342 Mau- 
jer St. between Morgan Avenue and Waterbury 
Street in Bushwick, no phone), Oct. 1-2, 7-9, 14- 
Id. Tickets $20, $30 for VIP. For info, visit www. 
circusofcircus.com. — Alex Rush 
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Yamato puts decade of success into New Menu! New Decor! 

The restaurant, which seats 46, first established itself by 
emphasizing its Japanese heritage. Now it is expanding to 
suit a broader range of exa 


if exotic and traditional tastes. 



■ BROOKLYN CENTER 

III TOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 

AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE 
2010-2011 SEASON 

Grammy Award winning ^ 
singer/songwriter 

Tom Chapin 
in concert 

Sun., Oct. 3, 2010 at 2pm 

recommended for ages six and up 


TICKETS $6 

($7 at the door) 


Nobody today is writing and performing 
better kids' songs than Tom Chapin. 

— Parents Magazine 


Sponsored by: 


0 


BrooklynCenterOnline.org 
( 718 ) 951-4500 


Walt Whitman Theatre 
2 train to Flatbush Avenue / on- 


at Brooklyn C 
n-site paid pai 




‘Dermatofoay 

general&Tosmetic C )rnJ 

SKIN CARE SPECIALISTS 

Botox, Juvederm, Radiesse 
Chemical peels 
Spider veins 
Laser hair removal 
Acne. Herpes 
Warts. Moles 
Blemish removal 
Keloids 

718 - 636-0425 

27 EIGHTH AVE (AT LINCOLN PL) 

PARK SLOPE, BKLYN 
212 - 288-1300 

1000 PARK AVE (AT 84TH ST) 

MANHATTAN, NY 
DAY AND EVENING HOURS 
PLEASE CALI FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
INSURANCE ACCEPTED FOR MEDICAL SERVICES 




We have the Best Solutions 

HI Clinically proven, non-surgical technique 
Immediate return to youi 
Treatment in a comfortable c 
^ Covered by most major health ii 



AVC 

american vein care 


at VERRAZANO VASCULAR ASSOCIATES 

Call us for a consultation: 866.996.9729 


WHERE TO GO 


EDITORS' PICKS 


FRIDAY 


SATURDAY SUNDAY 


MONDAY SATURDAY 


September 24 


September 25 



Trashy 

theater 


Think watching docu- 
mentaries makes you 
an environmentalist? 
Think again. Get off 
the couch and actu- 
ally do something — 
such as clean up the 
beach at Coney 
Island for the annual 
fall coastal cleanup 
day. After you've 
scrubbed the sand, 

Artichoke Dance 


September 26 



Merchant 

mile 


September 27 

Irregular 

residents 

Everybody knows 
one: an opera-singing 
plumber, a ribald 
street vendor, or a 
doll-collecting doctor. 
They are the eccentric 
citizens of Brooklyn 


October 2 m 

J> 

Spicy soiree 

This cosmopolitan 





And that's a reason 



vendors parked along 
the way. The real chal- 
lenge will be choos- 
ing among all the 
food, art, shopping, 
kid-friendly festivities, 
and lots of live bands 
that make this one of 
the biggest festivals 
of the year. 


10 am-6 pm. Atlantic 
Antic [Atlantic Avenue 
between Hicks Street 
and Fourth Avenue, (718) 
875-8993). Free. For info, 
visit www.atlanticave.org. 




and even mouth- 
charring cocktails. 


Noon-6 pm. Chile 
Pepper Fiesta at Brooklyn 
Botanic Carden [1000 
Washington Ave., at 
Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623-7220). 
Tickets $15. For info, visit 
www.bbg.org. 


NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 
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Get juiced! 

Juice truck serves delicious 


Grand Army Plaza 



Green energy: You can not only eat, but drink your 
vegetables, thanks to healthy concoctions by Deb- 
orah Smith of the Green Pirate Juice Truck. 


blends at 

By Alex Rush 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

D eborah Smith is the 
quintessential hippie 
health nut: she teaches 
yoga, is a graduate of a nu- 
trition program, moonlights 
as a healthy-eating consul- 
tant, and is the juice guru be- 
hind the Green Pirate Juice 

Every weekend through 
October, you can find her 
mobile vending operation 
parked at the Grand Army 
Plaza farmers market, 
hawking fruit-and-veggie 
blends. 

Smith and former band- 
mate Lisa Andaloro started 
the Green Pirate Juice Truck 
the 2007 in McCarren Park, 
naming the biodiesel fuel 
juice truck after their all-fe- 
male rock band. Unlike rock 
and roll, their juice cleanses 


the body of toxins. 

”My juices are made from 
fresh, raw produce,” Smith 
said. “So the body can di- 


gest these liquids easily to 
quickly absorb vitamins and 
minerals.” 

Her talk may be sweet, but 


we needed to know the juicy 
details about the drinks’ fla- 

The Hot Pink Limeade, 
which sounds more like a 
cocktail than a health bever- 
age (“I give my drinks sexy 
names to get people to order 
them,” Smith said), is a pal- 
ate-pleaser made with beets, 
apple and lime. 

The truck’s signature 
Green Pirate Juice is another 
winner. It’s got green apple, 
spinach, kale, celery and cu- 
cumber, so it tastes earthy. 
The apple and cucumber give 
it a hint of sweetness. 

“I was bored on the truck 
one day so I just decided to 
use all the green food that I 
had to make a drink, and it 
came out delicious,” Smith 

But it ain’t easy being 
green. Not everything is a 
success. Skip the Green God- 
dess, which was like slurping 
a kale frappe. At $6 a pop, 
that’s tough to stomach, but 
higher prices are the result 
of using all-organic produce 
and serving it in bio-degrad- 
able corn plastic cups. 

Green Pirate Juice Truck 
at the Grand Army Plaza 
Farmers Market (comer or 
Prospect Park West and 
Union street in Park Slope, 
no phone), Saturdays, 8 
am-4 pm, now through 
Oct. 31. For info, visit www. 
green-pirate.com. 


Crunchy dining news 


Foodie-i-Chief 

By Kristen V. Brown 


T he days may be getting darker, but 
Brooklyn’s restaurant scene cer- 
tainly isn’t. Here’s the best of the 
borough’s openings, closings, and, of 
course, our tastiest restaurant gossip. 

• Chipotle-less in Park Slope: A 
few weeks back, Brownstoner reported 
that a branch of burrito chain Chipo- 
tle might be headed for the old Mira- 
cle Grill spot on Seventh Avenue in the 
Slope. Not so, said Chris Arnold from 
Chipotle corporate in Denver, adding 
“but dang, I’d love to see a restaurant 
in Park Slope.” 

• Beer for Bergen: The one-story 
building at 61 Bergen St. between Smith 
Street and Boerum Place has been under 
construction for quite a while now, but 
it appears that the space may become 
an indoor beer garden. No confirma- 
tion on the suds, but the Department of 
Buildings’ website does confirm that 
the former print shop will become an 
eating and drinking establishment. 

• The shutter: After seven years, 




Hostess/bartender Gladys Miro 
serves it up at Donia Cafe on 
Driggs Avenue in Williamsburg. 


Bushwick’s pioneering coffee/video 
rental spot the Archive Cafe has shut- 
tered. Word has it a new cafe is set to 
take its place within the month. 

•Openings: Lilia Cafe recently 
opened on Union Street in the Colum- 


bia Street Waterfront District, sporting 
a seriously pared down (seven item) sea- 
sonal menu. For now the eatery is BYOB . 
Meanwhile, on the other side ofBrooklyn, 
Donia Cafe opened shop on Driggs Ave- 
nue in Greenpoint, boasting cozy environs 
and Mediterranean-American fare. 

•Branching out: The folks be- 
hind Heath Ledger’s Greenpoint bis- 
tro Five Leaves have signed on to the 
former Polonia space one block away at 
1 Bedford Avenue. According to Eater, 
it will server more small plates than 
the original local. 

• Name game: The new gastro- 
pub coming to Greenpoint from the 
man behind Manhattan’s Fat Baby and 
Spitzer’s Corner is no longer nameless 
— Robert Shamilan’s 200-seat Nassau 
Avenue spot will be called Spritzen- 
haus. With some luck, it just might be 
open by Oktoberfest. 

•Get baked (again): This report- 
er’s favorite bakery, Baked, is finally 
coming out with a follow-up to its fiber- 
successful 2008 cookbook, “Baked: 
New Frontiers in Baking.” “Baked Ex- 
plorations” is due out early next month 
— meaning you can eat those brown- 
ies without trekking to Red Hook when 
it’s blizzarding in January. 



CELEBRATE OUR GRAND OPENING 


Manicure 
& Pedicure 
Combo: $28 



Special expires October 1, 2010 



WAXING 

Eyebrow: $9 • Chin: $9 • Lip: $8 • Full Leg: $40 • Bikini: $15 & up 
Underarm: $15 • Brazilian Bikini: $35 • Full Arm: $35 • Back: $40 

MASSAGE 

10 minutes: $12 • 30 minutes: $35 • 60 minutes: $65 

All types of manicure and pedicure services 

& j tf/ici 

193 Bedford Avenue, Williamsburg (between N. 6th & N. 7th Streets) 

718-599-1988 

Open Mon-Sat, 10am-9pm • Sun, 10am-8pm 


J 



SAVE BIG WITH OUR LIMITED TIME OFFERS 

PROMOTIONS PROMO CODE ! 

$30 EXAM FEE FOR NEW CLIENTS NC30 

STUDENTS RECEIVE 20% OFF THEIR BILL SDNT20 „ 

SENIORS RECEIVE 20% OFF THEIR BILL SN20 

Puppy/Kittens Receive 20% OFF Initial Vaccines PK20 , 

2nd Pet From Same Household Receives FREE Exam 2PETS 

Limit 1 offer per customer. Subject to change without notice. OFFER EXPIRES ON 9/30/10 | 


476 Myrtle Ave btwn Washington Ave & Hall St 


HOURS: MON-FRI 9am-7pm, Sat 9am-5pm 

718 - 623-3999 


Save a bundle 

with DIRECTV. 

□ 


V 


DIRECTV PHONE INTERNET 

when you add phone & Internet" _ 

And lock in your price for 

I FREE HD 


BUNDLES STARTING AT ONLY 


CRYSTAL-CLEAR 

LOCAL & NATIONAL CALLING 


BLAZING FAST 

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET 


FREE 

FREE 


PROFESSIONAL 

INSTALLATION 


HD DVR & HD / 

RECEIVER UPGRADE \ 


DIRECTV Offers: NO Start-Up Costs NO Equipment to Buy 99.9% Worry-Free Signal Reliability 


Ask how to save when you bundle with DIRECTV. 
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The big one 


It’s has been widely said 
that if you give a man a fish, 
he eats for a day. But if you teach 
a man to fish in the East River, 
he could win the Brooklyn Fish- 
ing Derby. 

The so-called “commonman’s 
fishing competition” returns at 
the stroke of midnight on Oct. 
1 and, for the next six weeks, 
encourages amateur anglers to 
catch the big one and bemoan 
the ones that got away. 

Derby founder Ben Sargent 
has been fishing off nooks and 
crannies on Greenpoint’s dilapi- 
dated piers for several years, but 
created the month-and-half-long 
contest to share the hobby with 
other fishermen — and convince 
doubters that you can eat the 


fruit of the East River. 

“Most people think there 
aren’t any fish or that the fish will 
kill you,” said Sargent. “That’s 
the same fish you catch in Mon- 
tauk and spend $ 1 5 a pound for 
sustainable line-caught cod at 
a farmer’s market.” 

Sargent also advises would- 
be winners to head to the river 
at night, dusk, or early morning. 
Fish don’t bite during the day. 

Brooklyn Fishing Derby, 
Oct 1 to Nov. 21 at various lo- 
cations on the East River. For 
information, visit www.brooklyn- 
chowdersurfer.com. Registra- 
tion costs about $100, though 
at press time, it's unclear if that 
includes a $10 New York State 
fishing license. — Aaron Short 


Film freak out 


Coney Island Film Festival to 
include Darren Aronofsky honor 


By Thomas Tracy 

The Brooklyn Paper 


t’s time to get your celluloid 
freak on! 

Celebrating a decade of 
proud impertinence, the Coney 
Island Film Festival promises to 
bring 90 unconventional flicks to 
the people’s playground beginning 
on Sept. 24 — then flip every- 
thing on its head and honor Holly- 
wood-entrenched Brooklyn-born 
auteur Darren Aronofsky. 

Yes, it’s a contradiction, espe- 
cially since Aronofsky may helm 
the big-budget “X-Men Origins: 
Wolverine 2”nextyear. But its still 
oddly in line with the gritty, “I 
don’t care what you think” pluck 
that’s defined the festival, and Co- 
ney Island, for so long. 

“It’s amazing we’ve lasted 10 
years this way,” marveled festi- 
val Director Rob Leddy. “We’ve 
never been as uptight or as snooty 
as some festivals. We’re more laid 


CINEMA 



back and embrace the vibe of the 
whole neighborhood.” 

As always. Coney Island’s 
famed and faded amusement 
area will be showcased. There 
are more than a dozen films dedi- 
cated to its unique beauty, history 
and controversial revitalization 
(orDisneyfication, according to 
some). Offerings include docu- 
mentaries “Last Summer in Coney 
Island,” about the neighborhood’s 
current transformation and “Last 
Night in Astroland with Jimmy 
Prince” which examines how the 
famed amusement park’s closure 


affected longtime patrons. 

But it’s not going to be all fun 
and games ... or non-fiction. 

In what’s become a festival 
tradition, the violent cult classic 
“The Warriors” will be screened 
to a host of fans who will sport 
gang vests and scream out lines 
from the film. 

Aronofsky’s dark drug abuse 
drama, “Requiem For A Dream,” 
which was filmed in Coney Is- 
land and Brighton Beach, will 
also be shown. 

Afterwards, Dick Zigun, the 
unofficial mayor of Coney Island, 
will name Aronofsky as the fes- 
tival’s 2010 honoree for his “in- 
dependent spirit” — even if it’s 
waned a bit. 

“Hey, the guy went from a big 
Hollywoodfilmlike ‘TheFountain’ 
to the smaller Indie flick ‘The Wres- 
tler,’ ” explainedLeddy. “You’d be 
hard pressed to find any working 
director that can stay completely 
Indie these days.” 



Island dream: Pasty princess Dirty Martini is a sultry vision 
in pink in the documentary, "Dirty Martini and the New Bur- 
lesque." Catch the titillating flick at the Coney Island Film 
Festival on Sept. 24. 


9 DAYS... 

Continued from page 8 

Supove, Todd Reynolds, 
Newspeak, Wet Ink, 
DITHER, Mantra Percus- 
sion, Ensemble de Sade, 
Matthew Welch, MIVOS 
quartet, Threefifty Duo. 

$15. 5-11:30 pm. Irondale 
Center [85 S. Oxford St. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 488-9233], 

THEATER/'HOWTO GIVE 
UP YOUR DREAMS BY 
NOT REALLY TRYING"^ 

the New York Clown Theatre 
Festival. $15. 6 pm. The Brick 
[575 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Lorimer Street in Williams- 
burg (718) 907-6189], www. 

MUSIC, EDDIE MONEY: $25- 
$45. 7:30 pm. Floyd Ben- 
nett Field [3159 Flatbush 


THEATER, "CARMEN THE 
MOPERA": Cleaning lady 
sweeps the stage in oper- 

New York Clown Theatre 
Festival. $15. 8 pm. The 
Brick [575 Metropolitan 

Williamsburg, (718) 907- 
6189], www.bricktheater. 

THEATER, "PORTRAYED — 
THE UNBEARABLE BUR- 
DEN OF DECIDING WHAT 
TO DO BEFORE DYING": 

8 pm. See Friday, Sept. 24. 
MUSIC, CLASSICAL 
CONCERT: Selections 
from Bach, Schumann, 
Reger. $40 ($35 senior, 

$15 students). 8 pm. 

Landing, Old Fulton Street 
and Furman Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 


pm. See Friday, Sept. 24. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN 
COUNTY FAIR: $10.8 
pm-1 am. Jalopy [315 Co- 
lumbia St. between Hamil- 
ton Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Columbia Street 
Waterfront, (718) 395- 
3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

THEATER, "THE LAST SHOW 
YOU'LL EVER SEE": 10 
pm. See Friday, Sept. 24. 

SALES AND MARKETS 

BROOKLYN FLEA: 10 am-5 
pm. Brooklyn Technical 
HS (176 Lafayette Ave. 


een Clerr 


is in Fori 


PARK SLOPE GREENMAR- 
KET: Brooklyn's answer to 
Union Square. 9 am-4 pm. 
Grand Army Plaza [Union 
Street at Flatbush Avenue 
in Park Slope, (212) 788- 
7900], cenyc.org. 

PS 321 FLEA MARKET: Free. 
9 am-5 pm. PS 321 school- 
yard (Seventh Avenue and 


PLEASE DON’T EAT THIS NEWSPAPER 



DELIVERIES, TAKE OUT & CATERING 

ORDER ONLINE 

GET 10% OFF 


DALLASJ0NESBBQ.COM 


87 ATLANTIC AVENUE, BRO OKLYN HEIGHTS • 718 855 5511 

buiibber follow us on twitteri become a facebookfani 


GIANT TAG SALE: New and 
used items. Free. 9 am-5 
pm. Cadman Towers (101 
Clark St. between Henry 
Street and Cadman Plaza 
West in Brooklyn Heights). 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Free. 


burgl.wwwartistsandfleas. 

OTHER 

FILM, WILLIFEST: 10:30-mid- 
night. See Friday, Sept. 24. 
ST. CHARLES BORROMEO 
CHURCH BLOCK PARTY: 

Fun for the whole fam- 

Charles Borromeo Church 
[21 Sidney PI. in Brooklyn 

BUDDHIST ARTS AND 9 
CRAFTS: All-day food 




OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

FUNDRAISER, FUNWALK 


it, raffles! 




Pre-registration required. 
1-3 pm. Grand Army Plaza 
(Union Street between Flat- 
bush Avenue and Prospect 
Park West), www.funwalk. 
dojiggy.com. 

BROOKLYN NAVY YARD BI- 
CYCLE TOUR: Explore this 

two wheels. Advance ticket 

of theBrooklyn Historical 
Society and the Brooklyn 

pm. e B n roollyn NawYard 
(Sands and Navy streets in 
Fort Greene), www.urban- 

PERFORMANCE 

THEATER, "LES MISERABLES 
— SCHOOL EDITION": 3 
pm. See Friday, Sept. 24. 
THEATER, T.S. ELIOT'S 
"MURDER IN THE CATHE- 
DRAL": 2 pm. See Friday, 



Just desserts: What happened to Hansel and Gre- 
tel after the "happily ever after"? Find out at Spar- 
rowtree Theatre Company's production at 17 Frost 
Performance Space on Sept. 24-25. 


Sept. 24. 

THEATER, "WHAT THE BUT- 
LER SAW": 3 pm. See Fri- 
day, Sept. 24. 

DUMBO DANCE FESTIVAL: 
See Friday, Sept. 24. 

MUSIC, WILLIFEST: Noon-5 
pm. See Friday, Sept. 24. 

THEATER, "HAMLET — THE 
LOST EDITION": Con- 


tragedy. Free. 2 pm. Salt Brooklyn 

Marsh Nature Center [3302 one qi | nt 


SALES AND MARKETS 

BROOKLYN FLEA: 10 am-5 


PS 321 FLEA MARKET: 9 

am-5 pm. See Saturday, 
Sept. 25. 

STOOPENDOUS COMMU- 
NITY-WIDE STOOP SALE: 


(718)421-2021], 

DANCE, FALL HARVEST CEL- 
EBRATION: An afternoon 

including tradition 
Roman "RedhTwk' 


Brooklyn Heights becorr 
>ne .^0 arn-6 pm. Brooklyn 


FULTON FLEA: Free. 10:30 
Medicalcenter [650 Fulton 


een S. El 


tand 


(718)421-2021], 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CON- 
CERT: Selected works by 
Mendelssoh, Shostak- 
ovich,. $40 ($35 senior, $15 


Furman Street 1 in DUMBO, 
(718) 624-2083], www. 
bargemusic.org. 

THEATER, "PORTRAYED — 
THE UNBEARABLE BUR- 
DEN OF DECIDING WHAT 
TO DO BEFORE DYING": 

4 pm. See Friday, Sept. 24. 
THEATER, "ONE FLEW OVER 
THE CUCKOO'S NEST": 2 
pm. See Friday, Sept. 24. 
MUSIC, STEPHANE WREM- 
BEL: Mixes upthetradi- 
tional Django repertoire 

a reSSr^^anclards ter " 
9 pm. Barbes [376 Ninth 
St. at Sixth Avenue in Pari 
Slope, (718) 965-9177], 


ARTISTS AND FLEAS: 

Noon-8 pm. See Saturday, 
Sept. 25. 

FARMERS MARKET: Free. 11 

am-5 jam. J.J. Byrne Park 

Street in Park Slope). 

OTHER 

SUNDAY SHARING CIRCLE: 

Brooklyn Society for Ethical 
Culture [53 Prospect Park 


875-8993]. For info, www. 

FILM, WILLI FESTi 10 am-5:30 
pm. See Saturday, Sept. 25. 
TALK, CRIME LECTURE: Delve 


BWAC Fall 2010 

Art Exhibition 


Sep 25 to Oct 31 
Weekends 1-6PM 

499 Van Brunt St 
Red Hook 


718 596 - 2506/7 

BWAC.ORG 


©=.- Effl 

BWAC is also supported by Greg O'Connell and Kings 
Harbor Associates plus the public funds from the NYC Dept 
of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council 



ington Park in Fort Greene, 
(718) 723-3218]. 

HEALTH AND WELLNESS 
FAIR: Free. 11 am-5 pm. 


PINBALL CHAMPIONSHIP: 


S. First and S. Seco 


nycpinb 

pnp?n= 


Forest of Sure Things." 7:30 
pm. Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between 
South Elliott Place and 
South Portland Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (71 8) 246- 
0200], abookstoreinbrook- 
lyn.blogspot.com. 

MUSIC, "BROOKLYN'S GOT 
CHARACTER[S]": Ordinal 

real-life Brooklyn people^ 
$15. 8 pm. Galapagos Art 
Space [16 Main St. at Water 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 
222-8500], www.galapa- 
gosartspace.com. 


-7:45 am. McCarr 


TOUR, HISTORIC AIR- 
PLANES: 10 am-4 pm. See 
Saturday, Sept. 25. 

FILM, "THE VELVET VAM- 

WRFYAs partofBAM's 

!&!f$ 1 2. V 6:50 ^d 9:1 S 5 pm . 
BAM Rose Cinema [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4129], www.bam.org. 
MUSIC, JENNY SCHEIN- 
MAN: 7 pm. Barbes [376 
Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 
MUSIC, SLAVIC SOUL 
PARTY: Fiery Gypsy brass, 
soulful Balkan anthems, 
and hip-grinding American 
funk. $10. 9 pm. Barbes 
[376 Ninth St. at Sixth Av- 
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
965-9177], www.barbes- 


pe, (718) 


Free. 6 pm. Brooklyn Publii 
[Flatbush Avenue It East- 

Plazaln k Ssi( 

230-2100]. 

FILM, "THE ADDICTION": 

As partofBAM's "Bela Lu- 

Forever" series.^s'-SI^ 1116 
6:50 and 9:1 5 pm. BAM 
Rose Cinema [30 Lafayette 

Fort Greene, (71 8) 636- 
4129], www.bam.org. 


THEATER, T.S. ELIOT'S 
"MURDER IN THE CA- 
THEDRAL": 7:30 pm. See 
Friday, Sept. 24. 

HEALTH, EXERCISE WORK- 
OUT: 7-7:45 am. See Tues- 
day, Sep. 28. 

FARMER'S MARKET: Free. 8 


[150 55 


>nd and Third 


avenues in Sunsu 

(718)630-7155]. 

TOUR, HISTORIC AIR- 
PLANES: 10 am-4 pm. See 
Saturday, Sept. 25. 

FILM, "THE LAST MAN ON 
EARTH": As part of BAM's 


Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4129], www.bam.org. 

READING, FREDERIC TUTEN: 
Author of "Self Portraits: Fic- 
tions." 7:30 pm. Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between South Elliott Place 
and South Portland Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 246- 
0200], abookstoreinbrook- 
lyn.blogspot.com. 

THEATER, "PORTRAYED — 
THE UNBEARABLE BUR- 


DEN OF DECIDING WHAT 
TO DO BEFORE DYING": 

8 pm. See Friday, Sept. 24. 
THEATER, "JE SUIS DEAD": 
Farce performed by Fool's 
Proof Theater Company. 
$25. 8 pm. Irondale Cen- 
ter [85 S. Oxford St. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 488-9233], 


Free. 8 pm. Fez Art Cafe 
[240 Prospect Park West in 
Windsor Terrace, (718) 369- 
0716], www.fezartcafe.com. 


GREENPOINT FLEA MAR- 
KET: noon-8 pm. See Fri- 
day, Sept. 24. 

THEATER, T.S. ELIOT'S 
"MURDER IN THE CA- 
THEDRAL": 7:30 pm. See 
Friday, Sept. 24. 

THEATER, "CIRCUS OF CIR- 
CUS": George Orwell's 


gets a burlesque 
tion. $20-$30. 8: , 

House of Yes (342 Mauj 
St. near Morgan Avenut 
d. ._l. vjck), www.houj 


apta- 


ofyes.org. 

THE FIFTH ESTATE GRAND 
OPENING: New bar 

Fi^li n |stateVo6 Fifth Ave. 
between 12th and 13th 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
840-0089], www.facebook. 
com/pages/The-Fifth- 

COMEDY NIGHT: 8 pm. See 
Friday, Sept. 24. 

THEATER, "PORTRAYED — 
THE UNBEARABLE BUR- 
DEN OF DECIDING WHAT 
TO DO BEFORE DYING": 

8 pm. See Friday, Sept. 24. 

THEATER, "JE SUIS DEAD": 8 
pm. See Thursday, Sep. 30. 

MUSIC, PAUL GEREMIA: 


d Blue: 


$10 9 adu.is *o kiqs o 
Brooklyn Society for Ethical 
Culture [53 Prospect Park 
West at Second Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 768-2972], 


House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus 
(718) 643-6510], www. 


MUSIC, KARAOKE: Free. 

Midnight. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638-4400], 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

GREEN MARKET: 8 am-3 pm. 

See Saturday, Sept. 25. 
TOUR, HISTORIC AIR- 
PLANES: 10 am-4 pm. See 
Saturday, Sept. 25. 


een Hoyt and 
eets in Carroll Gar- 
eenhomenyc.org/ 


THEATER, T.S. ELIOT'S 
"MURDER IN THE CA- 
THEDRAL": 7:30 pm. See 
Friday, Sept. 24. 

THEATER, "CIRCUS OF CIR- 
CUS": 8:30 pm. See Friday, 
Oct. 1. 

THEATER, "PORTRAYED — 
THE UNBEARABLE BUR- 
DEN OF DECIDING WHAT 
TO DO BEFORE DYING": 

8 pm. See Friday, Sept. 24. 
THEATER, "JE SUIS DEAD": 8 
pm. See Thursday, Sep. 30. 
MUSIC, BILL WARE'S VIBES 
QUARTET: $12. 9 pm-1 
am. Puppet's Jazz Bar [481 
Fifth Ave. at 11th Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 499-2622], 
www.puppetsjazz.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS 

BROOKLYN FLEA: 10 am-5 
pm. See Saturday, Sept. 25. 

PARK SLOPE GREENMAR- 


KET: 9 


7i. See Sat- 


urday, Sept. 2] 

PS 321 FLEA MARKET: 9 

am-5 pm. See Saturday, 
Sept. 25. 

GIANT TAG SALE: 9 am-5 
pm. See Saturday, Sept. 25. 
ARTISTS AND FLEAS: 

Noon-8 pm. See Saturday, 
Sept. 25. 

OTHER 

TARGET'S FIRST SATUR- 
DAYS: Music, art, lecture, 
film, author talk and dance 

enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718)638-5000], www. 
brooklynmuseum.org. 
SENIOR IDOL: Legendary Joe 
Franklin en 11 r 11 


Street and Mac Kay Place in 
Bay Ridge, (917) 476-8751; 
or (718) 238-6044]. 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


Vito’s power plays 


B rooklynDemocratic Party boss Vito 
Lopez is under fire this week — 
and for good reason: The longtime 
Assemblyman from Williamsburg and 
Bushwick simply can’t keep politics out 
of government. 

Lopez has long treated his personal 
political ambitions as a fourth pillar of 
government, but this week, that pillar 
may have finally started to crumble. 
Consider this week’s revelations: 
•The top official at the nonprofit 
Ridgewood Bushwick Senior Citizens 
Council — the Lopez-founded charity 
that still enjoys his taxpayer-subsidized 
largesse — got a 182-percent raise last 
year, bringing her salary to $659,591, 
almost six times what similar nonprofit 
leaders make. Oh, one more thing: She’s 
Lopez’s campaign treasurer, too. 

•The number two official in the 
agency, Angela Battaglia, got a 73 -per- 
cent raise and now makes $329,910. Oh, 
one more thing: She’s Lopez’s girlfriend 
and a member of the powerful City Plan- 
ning Commission. 


• A city investigation found evidence 
that a Ridgewood Bushwick employee 
falsely sought reimbursement from the 
city for “anger management” workshops 
that were never provided, double-billed 
two city agencies for expenses incurred 
in the phantom anti-gang program, and 
opened her own sham nonprofit. 

And last month, Lopez called a 
city official to pressure him into pro- 
viding documents for an election law 
case against a political rival, a blatant 
“abuse of power” in the words of one 
good-government activist. 

It’sallpartofapattem for Lopez, whose 
nonprofit is not a charity, but a power base 
in the classic machine sense. 

It’s all documented in Nicole Mar- 
well’s seminal book, “Bargaining for 
Brooklyn.” That tome is a decade old, 
but one of its findings — that Lopez’s 
nonprofit is on a permanent campaign 
that serves Lopez’s political needs — 
remains as true today as when Mar- 
well uncovered it. 

Workers at Ridgewood Bushwick fre- 


quently work on political issues in their 
off time, making the nonprofit a classic 
stepping stone to political power. Cur- 
rent Councilman Steve Levin worked 
at the charity before becoming Lopez’s 
chief of staff and then winning his own 
election last year. 

And a Ridgewood Bushwick janitor 
is now claiming that he was fired last 
year after charity officials caught him 
speaking in support of Reyna at a rival 
political clubhouse. 

It’s all so ugly. 

Make no mistake: There are many 
things to like about Vito Lopez. 

The longtime lawmaker is one of the 
most progressive power brokers in Al- 
bany, leading on issues such as afford- 
able housing, caring for seniors and pro- 
tecting loft tenants. 

But Lopez’s bare-knuckled approach 
to politics — one that many voters may 
think died with Tammany Hall or other 
urban machines — is destructive to de- 
mocracy. 

Like Lopez, it must go. 



LETTERS 


Believe it! Another letter about the bike lane 


To the editor, 

Bike lanes are great — but 
problematic (“Bike lane bru- 
haha,” Sept. 10). 

The Prospect Park West lane 
fits in the latter category because 
it creates new problems. Plaza 
Street is now narrower and, be- 
tween Berkeley Place and Union 
Street, even more congested than 
Prospect Park West. Switching 
the bike lane solution to Plaza 
Street will create even more prob- 
lems. Not only will the disposi- 
tion of lanes create traffic jams, 
but the loss of lane width would 
be a recipe for fender benders 

If city planners looked at Plaza 
Street from the buildings to the 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: 

newsroom@cnglocal.com 
By mail: Letters, The Brooklyn 
Paper, One Metrotech Center, 
Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

All letters must be signed and 
include the writer's home address 
and phone number (only the writ- 
er's name and neighborhood are 
published with the letter). Letters 
may be edited and will not be 
returned. The earlier in the week 
you send your letter, the better. 


berm, they might come up with a 
different design than the one be- 
ing peddled by the Department of 
Transportation. We need an ac- 
cessible sidewalk and room for 
parking in front of the buildings. 
This amounts to three lanes of 
traffic and leaves no room for 
deliveries and drop-offs, or for 
dealing with the number of vehi- 
cles which use Plaza Street dur- 
ing morning and evening rush 
hours that feed into Plaza Street 
from Flatbush Avenue and Union 
Street — two major arteries. An- 
other lane for moving vehicles is 
imperative! 

When the current bike lane was 
insertedbetween parked cars and 
moving traffic, the second lane for 
moving traffic was eliminated. 
Although this increased traffic, 
at least it kept it from swelling 
beyond being annoying or dan- 
gerous to being a complete chaos. 
The agency now deems this ar- 
rangement unsatisfactory. 

Where else can the bike and 
buffer lane go? I suggest, the 
sidewalk near the berm. There 
is enough room to create two di- 
rectional bike lanes, and a smaller 
pedestrian sidewalk between the 
curb and the lanes, allowing car 
passengers to access their automo- 
biles without endangering them- 


selves or bikers, and keeping the 
urban design of the street intact. 

Charles Boxenbaum, 
Park Slope 

Fish kill 

To the editor, 

I read your article about the man 
fishing in Prospect Park who was 
harassed by a woman into return- 
ing the fish to the lake (“Something 
fishy is going on!” Sept. 3). 

Did the woman stop to think 
that maybe he needed those fish 
to help feed his family? Not every- 
one has yuppie jobs and is able to 
go home at night and enjoy a glass 
of wine. Some people have to rob, 
mug, go on welfare or worse. 

Maybe this person who was 
humiliated win panhandle now. 
Great work, miss! 

As for fishing in the park, I 
remember going there as a Boy 
Scout to learn to fish and receive 
my badge. Fishing helps kids learn 
that there is more to life than just 
sitting in front of the television or 
computer. 

The woman also looked into 
how many tickets Parks Depart- 
ment had issued for this activity. 
Wow! 

I am 68-years-old, and I re- 
member when my friends and I 


would go to the lake to fish. In 
those days, we had a large island 
on the Ocean Parkway side, three 
islands on the east side and one 
large one on the Ocean Avenue 
side. We caught carp, bass and 
other varieties of fish. I even in- 
troduced my children to fishing in 
the park. They are avid fishermen, 
today, but still remember their 
first experience at the lake. 

We are all conscientious con- 
servationists, who respect our fel- 
low human beings, nature and our 
environment, although we draw 
the line at trapping turtles. At one 
time, the lake was clear. Today, it 
is extremely polluted with beer 
cans floating on top. You can’t 
even see the bottom in shallow 
waters. Take up this major cause, 
miss, instead of petty ones, like 
hooking a guy who is fishing — 
possibly for his dinner. 

Mike Baglivo, 
neighborhood withheld 

Seeing red 

To the editor, 

Right turns were permitted — 
after stopping — at all times onto 
the Atlantic Avenue and Brook- 
lyn-Queens Expressway ramp 
before the Pier 6 park opened 
(“Danger zone ! Getting to the 


new Pier 6 is no joyride,” online, 
June 25). 

After the park’s opening, 
the Department of Transporta- 
tion changed the signs to read, 
“Right turn permitted on red, 7 
am to 10 am, Mon-Fri” to ac- 
commodate the influx of baby- 
strollers and other traffic cross- 
ing the ramp on the way to the 
toddlers’ park. 

This ambiguous sign’s infer- 

on-red is not permitted has been 
completely 1< on motorists used 
to making a right turn on red at 
all times. 

Frank A. 

Neighborhood withheld 

Trolley dodger 

To the editor, 

I was thrilled to read your arti- 
cle, “City: trolleys back on track” 
(Sept. 17). I remember the days 
when trolleys plied my old neigh- 
borhood and wouldbe ecstatic to 
see them put rubber on the road 
again, so to speak. 

But I have one concern, which 
I expect I share with Mr. Bob Di- 
amond, who appears quite dedi- 
cated to the classy form of trans- 
portation: will the trolleys still 
have their old appearance? I have 


seen many of the new trolleys in 
other “cities” such as Portland, 
these “trolleys” look more like 
rejects from “Blade Runner” than 
reliable public transportation. 

I urge the city to respect real 
trolleys’ aesthetic as it consid- 
ers their feasibility — if we are 
to return to the days of the dodg- 
ers, let it be with some respect 
for the past. 

William Wienerman, 
Kensington 

Clone ranger 

To the editor. 

As a dedicated Mets fan, I 
didn’t expect the Cyclones loss 
in the championship (“Sacked by 
Troy!” Sept. 17)wouldhurtsobad 

— I’m quite accustomed to dis- 
appointment. But this team had 
thrilled me more than most, and 
I was surprised how down I felt 
as I left the ballpark after that 
series against the Tri-City Val- 
ley Cats. 

Before that fateful sweep, I had 
loved watching Darrell Ceciliani 
play his heart out, and my wife 
just wouldn’t stop talking about 
Jeff Flagg’s big swing (get your 
mind out of the gutter, Kuntzman 

— she loves baseball). I bet I felt 
almost as bummed as them when 


they fell flat last week. 

Still, I urge everyone to re- 
member the good times, these 
are young players who gave all 
they had. Hopefully, they’ll get 
another shot, and we’ll be able 
to watch — whether it be live at 
MCU Park, or on TV while play- 
ing for the Mets. 

Sidney Blanton, Bay Ridge 

Pol position 

To the editor, 

I once took an interest in poli- 
tics, but my father, a stern man if 
there ever was one, straightened 
me out: “They’re all crooks — 
even the ones who aren’t liars ! ” 
he said. Learning this, it came as 
no surprise to me when I read in 
your paper that everyone who was 
expected to win did indeed win 
(“No surprises!” Sept. 17). 

Albany is a festering cesspool 
of corruption and incompetence, 
and our local politicians in the 
city are not much better. On Pri- 
mary Day, I was at home, watch- 
ing the “Price Is Right.” My wife 
watched “Days of Our Lives.” She 
did not vote either, and I say this 
with pride. The system stinks, 
and neither one of us want to get 
near the filth of politics. 

Name withheld 



New parenting columnist is a man! 


Friends or family 
coming into town? 


Call for the "Brooklyn Paper Special": 

15% OFF 
ALL RATES 


Scott Sager is a father 
of two. His column, " The 
Dad," will alternate with 
"Fearless Parenting" by 
Stephanie Thompson. 

B y way of introduction, 
I’m a dad. Yes, I know 
that most parenting 
columns are aimed at moth- 
ers — except for those “to- 


ken dad” columns that typi- 
cally climax with the Dumb 
Dad moment when the father 
forgets to bring the insurance 
card to the hospital for the 
birth of his kid, ends up cov- 
ered in poop or runs around 
with a handful of snot look- 

Moms get the serious 
stuff, the How-To -Par- 


ent-An-Emotional/Active/ 
Creative-Child articles, the 
Your-Child’s-Health/Intel- 
ligence/Safety stories. Dads 
receive coverage of getting 
yogurt smeared all over their 
faces by toddlers. Mothers 
parent, fathers provide comic 
relief. 

Don’t get me wrong, I 
think I’m funny; but I do 





By Scott Sager 


bring some le- 
gitimate guy 
skills to the ta- 
ble. Power tools 
— that’s an area 
of expertise. 

Thanks to my 
training, my 
girls have used 
a power drill 
and jigsaw to build push- 
carts for fourth grade Eng- 
lish class and wood build- 
ings to wire with electricity 
for sixth grade science. They 
know the difference between 
needle nose and slip-joint 
pliers, between a crescent 
and an Allen wrench. We’ve 
also put together any num- 
ber of furniture items from 
Ikea (though that may not 
really count). 

Another parenting skills I 
possess is the ability to watch 
action movies with my girls. 
We’ve covered all the “Star 
Wars” and Bourne series. 
We’ve watched enough 
James Bond movies to de- 
bate whether the Lotus sub- 
marine car in “The Spy Who 
Loved Me” is cooler than the 
missile firing BMW in “The 
World is Not Enough” and 
the relative merits of Sean 
Connery, Pierce Brosnan and 
Daniel Craig as the world’s 
hottest, number one secret 
agent. (Daniel Craig wins, 
hands down, in our house.) 
These movies introduce im- 
portant vocabulary into our 
parent-child dialogue, such 
as “intercontinental ballis- 
tic missile,” “pyrotechnics,” 
“objectification” and “mi- 
sogyny.” 

In our home, action mov- 
ies and carpentry fall are a 
bit part of the Fatherland, 
as does late night transpor- 
tation, almost all cooking, 
painting (both walls and 
canvas), craft projects and 
sports in general. The de- 
markation may vary in ev- 
ery home but the Mother- 
land is a different place with 
a distinct climate and often 
an unfamiliar language, di- 
alect or at least a thick ac- 
cent. My experience would 
seem to confirm that being 
a dad is not the same as be- 
ing a mom. 

Behavioral scientists 
identify rough and tumble 


play as something fathers do 
differently from mothers. 

We wind the kids up, 
wrestling, roughhousing 
and then make them stop. 
Apparently this is an im- 
portant life skill, getting all 
revved up and then back in 
control. Bedtime is when I’m 
guilty. I say good night, and 
my younger daughter will 
make a stuffed animal say 
something. 

I just can’t help myself, 
suddenly there is an army of 
stuffed creatures piled under 
her covers making her bed 
look like a giant balloon and 
she is laughing, perhaps my 
most treasured sound. 

But suddenly I put on 
those parental brakes — 
bedtime, sleep, school, re- 
sponsibility. “Oops. Lights 
out. Gotta go.” She protests, 
she asks for one more hug. 
I tear myself away and she 
is asleep in minutes. 

O ften the question for 
dads is how do I en- 
gage with my kids? 
That’s easy: do the things 
you’re enthusiastic, perhaps 
even passionate, about. 

When I do familiar things 
like wrestling with my 
daughters, they have fun. 
There is something about a 
covered bridge that excites 
me. They seem so cool, so 
alien, so elegant. Since I’m 
usually doing the driving, 
I force my captive passen- 
gers to stop, get out and walk 
across these bridges when 
we find them. The girls du- 
tifully get out, take a look, 
often noticing that there is a 
beautiful river underneath, 
intricate cross beaming sup- 
porting the roof. They now 
point out signs and direc- 
tions to bridges on our trips. 
Covered bridges haven’t be- 
come my children’s pas- 
sion, but rather something 


I don’t know what makes 
me a different, unique father 
as opposed to what makes 
dads’ experience of parent- 
hood different from mothers ’ 
in general, so consider this 
a jumping off point. Obvi- 
ously my view is from one 
side. If you don’t like covered 
bridges, go find your own 
way across the river. 


Now through 72/31/70 

85 Smith Street 
Brooklyn 
718-852-8585 

View photo gallery & rates at: 
NuHotelBrooklyn.com 

Conveniently located near Brooklyn Heights, Downtown 
Brooklyn, Boerum Hill, Cobble Hill, & Carroll Cardens 




Jtuggs 


DAY SCHOOL, INC. 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 

□ 2-4 year old programs □ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 

□ Licensed teachers afternoons or full days 

□ Optimal educational equipment □ Spacious Classrooms 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities □ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Indoor Gym facilities □ Caring, loving environment 

Call: 230-5255 

763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


St. John the Evangelist 
Lutheran School (Est. wesi 


Small class size • Intense individual attention 
Pre-K (age 4) - Grade 6 

Christian Academic Curriculum • Middle School Prep 
Tuition $275/mo. per student 

(Adjustments for multiple family attendees) 

Easily accessible by train & bus 

195 Maujer Street, Williamsburg, Brooklyn 
(718) 963-3074 | stjohnschoolbklyn@gmail.com 

Developing Well-Rounded Children • Empowered Socially, Academically, Spiritually 
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LEGAL NOTICES 


COMPLAINT CAREFULLY. 
YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATE- 





Our Customers 

GET THEIR 
MONEY'S 
WORTH 

To Place Your Ad 
Call or Fax 








SPACE 

RENTAL 


2,200 sq.ft. 
Atlantic Avenue 



NATIONAL 

CLASSIFIEDS 

CADNET ADS 





IPIpI 

I MB- 
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HOME IMPROVEMENT 


AWARD WINNING /LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 
Alterations & New Buildings 

• Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 


General Contracting 

• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Dept, of Buildings & Landmarks 

• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St B'klyn NY11217 
TEL (718) 596-2379 
martin@mdparchitects.com 


BATHTUB 

REGLAZING 




o 90% 


replacement i 
Expert Reglazins for: 
Bathtubs & Sinks 
Wall & Floor Tile 

Refinished Like New 
10 Year Warranty 

Now selling tub and sink 


£ Reglazins Plus Inc 
* 718 - 238-8460 
1 -866-399-TUBS (8837) 


E-Wood Flooring 
& Cabinet 

Hardwood Floors, 
Carpet, Laminate, 
Vertical Blinds, Installation, 
Refinishing, 

Custom Cabinets for your 
Kitchen, Bath, 
Entertainment Center, 
Bookcase and More 

FREE Estimates! 
Residential & Commercial 

Lie# 1347670 

718 - 788-8890 
4920A 2nd Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11232 


CARPENTRY PLUS 


Dependable with references 

Kevin (718) 331-9251 


To Place A 
Classified Ad 
Call 

718 - 260-2588 


CLEANING SERVICE 


\\7(/iU70 

W 


YOU DO! 


Honest ★ Hard Workers -A- Reliable tV Careful 
Weekly • Biweekly • Monthly Service 
Commercial tk Residential 
Insured & Bonded • Good References 


cleanhouse46@gmail.com Call Cheryl (718) 207-4993 


JEAN CLEANING 

SERVICE^^ 

Homes • Offices • Carpets 
Floors • Windows 
Power Washing 
Flood Damage/Clean-ups 
Floor Stripping/Waxing 
PO Box 360232 
Brooklyn, NY 11236 
718-284-0629 
718-284-0674 fax 
www.jeancleaning.com 


Clean outs. 

I I 

L ' CaH WaymoT eP ' . 
718-444-1877 
917-330-2854 


Timeless Construction 
and Restoration 
We Build To Last! 


Experts in Brownstones & 
High End Apartments 
Painting • Plastering 
Finished Carpentry And More! 
Complete Interior Renovations 
Artisans Continuing Two 
Generations of Fine Woodworking 

License # HIC1099974 

718-9790913 


John Michaels 
Contracting 

“Excellence In 
Remodeling! ” 

' Landmark Restoration 
■ Kitchens & Bathrooms 
1 Custom Woodwork 
1 Structural Repairs 
1 Violations Removed 
Licensed & Insured 
718-449-2700 
Visit us on the web at 
johnmichaels 
contracting.com 


Our Customers 

GET THEIR 
MONEY'S 
WORTH 

To Place Your Ad 
Call or Fax 

Tel: 718 260.2588 

Fax: 718 260.2549 


NEW HEIGHTS 
CONSTRUCTION LLC 

Siding • Windows • Roofing • Fences 
Kitchens • Painting • Baths • Basements • Decks 
Doors • Awnings • Patio Enclosures 
Brick Pointing • Concrete Stucco 

SUMMER SPECIALS ON WINDOWS 

800-525-5102 

FREE ESTIMATES 718-767-0044 





Residential & Commercial 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 



RUBBISH REMOVAL 


| FIVE STAR CARTING INC. | 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 



ur Complete Gardener: Marilyn Mai 

718-753-9741 


D&G Handyman 

Repairs & Home Improvements 
of All Kinds 
BIG & small 

Reasonable Prices 
Call: 718-788-1604 
Cell: 347-742-0181 

www.DGHandyman.com 


To Advertise Call 

718-260-2588 


USA 


EXTERMINATORS 

Roaches • Water Bugs 
Termites • Ants • Silverfish 
Bed Bugs 

Carpenter Ants • Birds 
Mosquitoes • Bees 
Flies • Fleas 
We Carry A Full Line of 
Do-It-Yourself 
Exterminating Supplies 


CARO FLOORING INC. 

Specialists in Hardwood Floors 
InstaUation & Refinishing 
Professional Fast Service 
Guaranteed 
FREE Estimates! 


I Carpet & Upholstery I 

718-832-0900 

I 475 3rd Avenue Brooklyn NY 
i Enhance the beauty of your I 
home with fresh Clean Carpets. I 
1 We offer the best results & our I 
products are safe for all fibers. I 

J 


★ SPECIAL ★ 
ANY 2 CARPETS 
$79.95! 


\ QUICK DRYING METHOD 


CARPET CLEANING!! CONSTRUCTION 


STANLEY 

CONSTRUCTION 

Carpentry, Plumbing, Painting, 
Drywall, Plastering, Roofs, 
Cement Work, Remove Lead - 
Mildew, Electrical. Basement & 
Bathroom. Free Est. Lic.#1199717 
917-681-9372 



To Advertise Call 
718-260-2588 



Cee Dee 

PROFESSIONAL 

CONTRACTORS 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call: 718-893-4006 



Chris Mullins 


CJM CONTRACTING, INC. 

Roofing • Bathrooms 
Kitchens • Carpentry 
All Renovations 
Brickwork • Dormers 
Extensions • Windows 
Waterproofing 


718 - 276-8558 ^ 


ALECTRA inc 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Specializing in Pornr Failure Generators 
Call me. Anthony llliano 


718-522-3893 


CENTER LINE; 
WOOD FLOORS 

Your Full Service 
Wood Flooring Co. 
Fully Insured 
Free In Home Design Consultatior 

646-243-6294 


Floor Concepts 

No Mess, No Sanding, Non Toxic, 
Sandine/Sandless Floor Refinishing 
Detail and Seal yoor Floors 
Amazing Prices! 

We Install Perao Floors 

917-541-4531 

MelffSS@aol.com 


We Can Help ! 

Call Today 
718-260-2588 



MOVERS-UCENSED 


ffll Li ™dS Insured 10 

www.Arikmoving.com 
Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 



CALL NED 

Plastering • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile -Carpentry 
Cement Work • Painting 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 


Master Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, 
Skim Coats 

Excellent References 

(718) 834-0470 


m FINEST 

T QUALITY 
PAINTING 

at ‘Discount Prices* 
Marvin Rosenberg 

718 - 260-9419 

347 - 406-4365 


c3 


QUALITY 

CRAFTSMAN 

PAINTING 

SKIM COATING 
CRACK REPAIR 
WALL AND CEILING REPAIR 


<3 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
* El Plumbing 15 ■ 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


MATTHEWS 

CONSTRUCTION GROUP 

. Experts in Roofing, Restoration, 

a H and Waterproofing 
F Fully Lie. & Ins. 

ij 917-567-8553 
A 718-966-1006 

H msela1@verizon.net 



Scanning • Passport Photos 
Instant Digital Photo Printing 

SHIPPERS EXPRESS 

41 Schermerhorn St. @ Court St. 


-Free 

f 3 - 


- Wmdow Treat 


• Table Pads 
Over 20 Years with The Brooklyn Paper 

(718) 263-8383 


RAY 

★ GLASS MIRROR ★ 

Store Fronts 

Shower Doors • Windows 
All Types of Glass Work 


F: 718-645-1750 


WOOD STRIPPING 


WOOD STRIPPING 

Park Slope Paint Strippers 
718-783-4112 

553 Union St, Brooklyn, NY 11215 
Certified EPA Lead Safe 

www.WeStripWood.com 

Our Customers 

GET THEIR 
MONEY'S WORTH 


REAL ESTATE 



EMPLOYMENT 

HELP WANTED 


ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE/COLLECTIONS 



fax to 718-439-8723 


the best p fate te cuc/ik? 



REAL ESTATE 


BROOKLYN | 
OPEN HOUSES 1 

1 BUSINESS FOR SALE 
ELSEWHERE 

WINDSOR TERRACE 

OPEN HOUSE 
SUN. 9/26, 1-3 PM 
102 EAST 3rd ST. 

Great Income/Great Lease 
/Great Location/ 
Great Opportunity! 

High Vol. Italian Specialty 
Store/Pizzeria, high traffic 

& Ft Hamilton Pkvvy) 
Beaut, comp renovated 
1 tarn home on lovely, 
tree-lined street. 3BR 
dplx, 1.5 bths, SS applis. 

granite counters, & stone 
wall brick oven. Long term 
lease, very profitable, strong 
loyal customer base, upscale 
area^in central NJ, close to 

eat-in kit, pool, hi hats, 

n nfec u .t;m' ed 

-A- PARKVIEW 

■fc, REALTY NY INC. 

7 718-851-0900 

Must see turn key 
operation. $549,000, Neg. 
Call Nick (917)502-4948 

WEihlMM 

| SERVICES 

Do You Need 

ATTENTION LANDLORDS! 

Professional Property Mgr. 

More Business ? 
We Can Help ! 

Call Today 
718-260-2588 

Any Size Bldgs 
Throughout Brooklyn 
Reasonable Fees 

Joseph Troiano 
C: 718-781-9945 
Troianojoseph58@aol.com 

Our Customers 

GET THEIR 
MONEY'S 
WORTH 

To Place Your Ad Call or Fax 

Tel: 71> 260.2588 

Fax: 718 260.2549 
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When you have more of the 
best doctors in Brooklyn, you have the 
best hospital in Brooklyn. 


That’s not us bragging. That’s the experts at HealthGrades 
doing their homework. 

They recently notified us that we are one of the recipients of 
the 2010 Distinguished Hospital Award for Clinical Excellence. 
Of the nearly 5,000 hospitals in the country surveyed, only 
269 were considered worthy of this recognition. In fact, 
Maimonides is one of only two New York City hospitals to 
receive this coveted award. 

And while this bit of good news fills us with 
a great deal of pride, it by no means comes to us 
as a complete surprise. 



Medical Center 
Passionate about medicine. 
Compassionate about people. 


After all, a hospital is only as good as its doctors. And in this 
important area, Maimonides is a winner as well. In the most 
recent Castle Connolly Top Doctors Gu/de, Maimonides has 
more doctors listed than any other hospital in Brooklyn. 

In fact, our only quibble is that they didn’t list even more 
of our doctors. You see, we believe that our doctors are at the 
very top of their respective specialties. 

At Maimonides, we’ve always felt we’re the best hospital 
in Brooklyn. Apparently, a lot of knowledgeable people agree 
with us. 


Maimonides has more doctors in 
Castle Connolly’s Top Doctors: Hew York Metro Area 
guide than any other hospital in Brooklyn. 


3C 

1111 


For more information, visit www.maimonidesmed.org. To find the right doctor for you, call (888) MMC-DOCS (662-3627). 



